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Their	dynasty	actually	ruled	two	differentkingdoms	at	two	different	epochs.	Atfirst,	all	I	wanted	to	do	with	this	was	to	give	the	details	of	the	11th	century	tract	regarding	the	retainers	of	Muintir	Murchada	in	a	manner	that	madecomprehension	easier.	Naturally,	mydistaste	for	presenting	information	out	of	context	left	me	with	little	chanceof	not	being
long-winded,	so	to	speak.	What	follows	here,	then,	is	indeed	an	account	of	theinformation	in	that	tract,	preceded	by	a	brief	description	of	the	dynastyshistory	in	the	centuries	leading	up	to	that	point	and	followed	by	a	briefaccount	of	the	familys	fortunes	afterward.	Ui	Briuin	Seola	&	Muintir	Murchada	to	the	12th	centuryThe	first	notice	in	the	annals	of
Ireland	of	chiefs	of	thedynasty	which	ultimately	became	the	OFlahertys	of	Iar	Connacht	was	in	themid-7th	century,	long	before	the	adoption	of	surnames	and	beforethey	had	moved	into	the	territory	for	which	they	first	became	famous.	Cenn	Faelad	mac	Colgan,	chief	of	a	sept	ofthe	Ui	Briuin	dynasty,	which	was	then	competing	for	dominance	with	the
UiFiachrach	that	had	displaced	the	previous	Fir	Ol	nEchmachta	rulers	of	Connacht,was	high	king	of	Connacht	668-682.	Nomember	of	his	sept	held	the	throne	of	Connacht	again	until	the	latter	years	ofthe	11th	century.	The	entry	in	question,	dated	653,	treats	him	as	the	chief	retainerof	Maenach	mac	Baethine	of	the	Ui	Briuin	Magh	nAi	in	battle	against
Marcan	macToma	of	the	Ui	Fiachrach	Aidne,	the	dynasty	which	at	the	time	ruledConnacht.	The	Ui	Fiachrach	Aidne	and	theUi	Briuin	had	been	alternating	in	dominance	since	the	6th	century;Loingseach	mac	Colmain	of	Ui	Fiachrach	Aidne	was	the	current	high	king	ofConnacht.	The	location	of	the	battle,	inwhich	Marcan	was	killed,	is	given	as	Iarthar
Seola,	or	West	(Magh)	Seola.	Two	things	of	note	here:	(1)	this	is	the	first	mention	ofthe	sept	in	connection	with	the	territory	for	which	it	later	became	known;	and(2)	the	presence	of	the	Ui	Fiachrach	Aidne	in	that	region	indicates	that	septmay	have	been	overlords	of	its	rulers,	the	Delbhna	Cuile	Fabhair,	who	later	becamesubordinate	kings	of	Cenn
Faelads	descendants.	Loingseach	died	in	655	and	was	succeeded	by	his	brother,	thefamous	Guaire	Aidne,	who	ruled	until	663,	when	he	was	succeeded	by	his	son,	MurchetachNar.	Cenn	Faelad	must	have	been	part	ofthe	derbhine	of	Ui	Briuin	Ai	since	he	ascended	to	the	throne	of	Cruachan	in	668when	that	sept	regained	dominance.	The	next	mention
of	the	sept	that	ultimately	became	theOFlahertys	in	the	annals	is	the	death	of	Donn	mac	Cumasgach,	called	king	ofthe	southern	Ui	Briun.	At	this	time,the	territory	almost	certainly	included	the	lands	of	the	Conmaicne	Cuile	Toladand	the	Conmaicne	Dunmore	but	not	the	entirety	of	the	southern	territory	theylater	controlled.	However,	it	may
haveincluded	the	actual	geographic	feature	for	which	that	kingdom	became	knownbecause	Magh	Seola,	the	plain	of	Seola,	lies	in	the	modern	townlands	ofCaltragh	in	the	parish	of	Killower	and	the	townlands	of	Caltragh	and	Carheenyin	the	parish	of	Belclare,	both	parishes	adjacent	to	Dunmore.	Maelan	mac	Cathmogha,	who	died	848,	is	the	first	to
becalled	king	of	Magh	Seola.	It	is	fromhis	son,	Murchadh,	that	the	dynasty	acquired	its	sobriquet	Muintir	Murchada,which	soon	came	to	be	used	for	their	whole	territory	as	well.	Although	Roderic	OFlaherty	indicates	thiswas	the	name	by	which	it	was	known	among	the	sept,	and	probably	its	retainers,it	never	occurs	in	the	comtemporary	annals.	The
patronymic	OFlaithbheartach	(nominative)	orOFlaithbheartaigh	(genitive)	derives	from	a	scion	living	in	970,	not	thehead	of	the	family	but	certainly	of	the	derbhine.	Its	first	use	in	the	annals	came	in	the	deathnotice	of	Muiredach	Mor	ua	Flaithbheartach	in	1034.	The	title	king	of	Iarthair	Connacht	first	appears	in	thedeath	notice	of	Urdach	mac
Muiredach	in	945,	but	the	title	was	not	usedregularly	until	Ruadhri	OFlaherty,	who	died	in	1061.	Urdach,	by	the	way,	was	grandfather	to	thelater	king	of	Thomond	and	of	Munster	who	became	High	King	of	Ireland,	the	firstreal	King	of	all	Ireland,	Brian	Borumha.His	daughter	Be	Binn	was	wife	to	Cennetig	mac	Lorcain,	Brians	father.	Although	the
name	Iar	Connacht	now	applies	to	the	modernbaronies	of	Moycullen,	Ballynahinch,	Ross,	and	Aran,	all	west	of	Loch	Orbsen(Loch	Corrib),	before	it	was	restricted	to	the	lands	on	the	east	of	that	lake,along	with	the	authority	of	the	OFlahertys,	at	least	as	part	of	the	titleking	of	Iar	Connacht	used	in	the	annals.	In	1048,	during	the	reign	of	Amhalgaidh
mac	Cathal	as	kingof	Magh	Seola,	the	forces	of	the	king	of	Connacht,	Aed	in	Gai	Bernaig	of	theSil	Murray	(by	then	the	dominant	branch	of	Ui	Briuin	Ai),	ransacked	anddestroyed	to	seat	of	the	Muintir	Murchada	on	Inish	Loch	Cime	(now	LoughHackett).	This	was	the	culmination	of	aconquest	of	Conmaicne	Dunmore.	The	nextyear,	Aed	moved	his	seat
from	Cruachan	to	Tuam,	the	parish	of	which	straddlesthe	modern	baronies	of	Dunmore	and	Clare.	Aed,	who	later	blinded	Amhalgaidh	to	render	him	unfit	forkingship,	took	these	actions	because	of	the	rising	power	of	his	sept.	At	around	the	same	time,	a	sept	of	Sil	Murraycalled	Clann	Taidg	carved	out	a	kingdom	from	the	western	territory	of	the
UiMaine	subkingdom	of	Tir	Soghain	and	the	eastern	territory	of	MuintirMurchada.	The	latter	involved	theparishes	of	Monivea,	Kilmoyan,	Killererin,	Athenry,	and	possibly	part	ofCummer,	reducing	the	lands	of	Muintir	Murchada	even	further.	The	OFlahertys	remained	a	significant	force	in	Connacht,however,	and	one	of	their	own,	Flaithbheartaigh	ua
Flaithbheartaig	became	kingof	Connacht	in	1092	after	blinding	his	predecessor,	Ruadri	OConnor,	in	revengefor	what	had	been	done	to	Amhalgaidh,	for	which	he	himself	was	killed	in	1098.	To	the	time	of	this	chief	of	the	OFlahertys	is	assigned	thetract	known	in	Irish	as	Crichaireacht	cinedach	nduchasa	Muintiri	Murchada	(inEnglish,	A	tract	on	the
Connachtterritory	of	Munitir	Mhurchada).	It	isa	unique	document	providing	great	insight	into	the	workings	of	a	regional	Irishkingdom	in	the	High	Medieval	period.	Muintir	Murchada	at	thedawn	of	the	12thcenturyThe	septs	and	clansof	Muintir	Murchada	(the	territory)	and	their	lands,	the	retainers	of	theOFlahertys,	at	this	time	are	listed	below.The
references	to	townland	and	parish	mean	the	modern	ones.	The	list	is	more	or	less	north	to	south.	The	names	have	been	anglicized,	either	fromalready	standard	renderings	or	in	versions	I	worked	out	myself.	The	tract	mentionedjust	above	exists	in	three	manuscripts,	each	differing	slightly	from	the	others,and	I	have	used	the	two	translations	available
to	me,	each	of	a	differentversion:	the	one	on	Wikipedia,	and	the	other	from	OFlahertys	work	.	The	OFlahertys,	known	as	UiFlaithbheartaigh	or	Muintir	Murchada	and	earlier	as	Ui	Briuin	Seola,	were	the	kingsof	Iar	Connacht,	which	then	meant	Muintir	Murchada.	Their	seat	was	at	Inish	Loch	Cime	(now	LoughHackett)	in	the	center	of	the	modern	parish
of	Donaghpatrick.	Despite	its	location	at	the	heart	of	thediocese	of	Donaghpatrick,	governed	from	the	abbey	in	the	townland	of	Abbeytown,their	patron	saint	was	St.	Fursey,	founder	of	the	abbey	at	Killursa.	The	OMorrollyswere	the	chiefs	of	Muinn-in-radain,	a	name	now	obsolete	meaning	Wood	of	theGood	Road.	The	OMorrollys	were	thechief	stewards
of	the	OFlahertys.	The	ODonnellswere	the	chiefs	of	Ardratha,	a	name	now	obsolete.	The	ODonnells	were	masters	of	the	feast	forthe	OFlahertys.	The	MacGilgannonswere	the	chiefs	of	Moylislionn,	a	name	which	means	Plain	of	theAle-fort	and	now	anglicized	as	Manuslynn,	a	tonwland	in	the	parish	of	Kilcoona,	Co.	Galway	(see	the	note	from	John
MacGilgannon	below).The	MacGilcannons	were	themasters	of	the	horse	for	the	OFlahertys,	meaning	commanders	of	their	cavalry.	The	OMullawills	were	the	erenaghs	ofDonaghpatrick	(Church	of	St.	Patrick),	of	the	abbey	in	the	townland	ofAbbeytown	or	the	church	in	the	townland	of	Donaghpatrick,	but	more	likely	ofboth.	The	abbey	was	founded	by
St.Patrick,	who	left	St.	Felart	as	its	first	abbot.	The	abbey	was	better	known	as	Domnach	MorSeola,	or	Great	Church	of	Seola,	an	indication	of	its	importance.	Before	the	reforms	of	the	12th	century,	the	abbey	had	a	diocese	attached	to	it	of	the	amorphous	kind	that	ledto	the	those	very	reforms.	TheOMullawills	were	also	the	brehons	of	Muintir
Murchada.	The	OMealeys	were	chiefs	of	Bogogi,	a	namenow	obsolete,	as	well	as	the	erenaghs	of	Killamanagh	and	Kilnacoelan,	both	in	theparish	of	Donaghpatrick.	Killamanaghmeans	Church	of	the	Monks,	indicating	a	early	abbey	other	than	the	one	atAbbeytown.	Kilnacoelan	means	Church	of	St.Coelan.	That	name	is	now	obsolete,	butwas	probably	in
the	modern	townland	of	Kildrum	(Church	of	the	Hill).	St.	Coelan	was	acontemporary	of	Enda	of	Aran	who	had	a	monastery	on	the	island	ofIlaumgarraunmore	in	the	territory	of	the	Delbhna	Tir	Dha	Locha.	There	was	later	a	church	there	dedicated	tohim,	and	another	in	Connemara	on	the	island	of	Croaghnakeela.	The	OLenaghans	were	erenaghs
ofKilkilvery.	The	name	Kilkilvery	meansChurch	of	St.	Kilvery,	about	whom	nothing	is	known,	except	that	he	had	anabbey	and	church	named	for	him	that	later	gave	their	name	to	the	parish	and	thetownland.	The	OMullins	were	also	erenaghs	ofKilkilvery.	To	have	two	families	aserenaghs	of	a	single	territory	was	not	an	unusual	occurrence	where	there
werevast	lands	belonging	to	a	church	or	abbey,	or	in	this	case,	both.	The	OColgans	were	the	chiefs	of	Ballycolgan,still	the	name	of	a	townland	in	the	parish	of	Kilkilvery.	The	OColgans	were	the	standard-bearers	ofthe	OFlahertys.	The	MacBeolans	were	the	erenaghs	ofKillower	(Church	of	the	Book),	and	Keepers	of	the	Black	Bell	of	St.Patrick.	The	Book
in	question	was	agospel	that	Patrick	carried	with	him	on	his	missionary	journey	through	thearea.	The	Black	Bell	is	one	of	the	mosttreasured	relics	associated	with	the	chief	patron	saint	of	Ireland.	It	later	passed	to	MacGeraghtys	ofBallinrobe,	who	used	to	take	it	to	Croagh	Patrick	in	Tir	Umhall	every	GarlandSunday.	It	is	now	at	the	National	Museumin
Dublin.	The	ODuans	were	the	erenaghs	of	Killursa,probably	of	both	the	church	and	the	abbey.The	name	Killursa	means	Church	of	St.	Fursey,	the	patron	saint	of	theOFlahertys.	St.	Fursey	later	became	thefirst	Irish	missionary	among	the	pagan	Saxons	of	East	Anglia	before	relocatingagain	to	Gaul,	where	he	died.	There	was	alsoa	church	dedicated	to
Fursey	at	Ballymacgibbon	North	in	the	modern	parish	of	Cong.	The	ODaigens	were	the	chiefs	of	Ardfintan,still	the	name	of	a	townland	in	the	parish	of	Killursa.	They	were	also	stewards	to	the	ODonnells	intheir	capacity	as	masters	of	the	feast	for	the	OFlahertys.	The	OCodels	werethe	chiefs	of	Ballycodil,	aname	now	obsolete,	but	their	territory	was	in
the	area	of	the	parish	ofKillursa	between	Headford	and	Loch	Orbsen.	The	OMulloonswere	the	chiefs	ofBallymulloon,	a	name	now	obsolete,	but	their	territory	was	in	the	area	of	theparish	of	Killursa	between	Headford	and	Loch	Orbsen.	The	MacKilkellyswere	the	chiefs	of	Ceann	Druim,	Athacind,	and	Cahernacanally.	The	name	of	the	first	is	obsolete;	the
secondis	now	the	town	of	Headford	in	the	parish	of	Kilkilvery;	the	third	is	still	thename	of	a	townland	in	the	parish	of	Killursa.The	MacKilkellys	were	the	shanachies	(historians,	poets,	and	genealogists)of	the	OFlahertys.	The	OCargises(Leathcargais	in	the	tract)	were	the	erenaghs	of	Rathhindile,	which	meansFort	of	the	Cattle.	Probably	the	landsof	the
parish	church	of	Cargin,	which	had	to	have	been	more	substantial	thanpreviously	thought	for	there	to	have	been	erenaghs	in	1100.	The	OCargises	were	keepers	of	the	tithes	forthe	OFlahertys,	i.e.	treasurers.	The	taxation	records	of	church	lands	for	Ireland	in	1306,	bywhich	time	it	was	the	seat	of	the	Archdeacon	of	Annaghdown,	name	the	parish
churchof	Cargin	as	Rathmyalid	(according	to	Thomas	Knox)	or	Rath-maolid	(according	tothe	British	Public	Records	Office),	both	of	which	are	probably	corruptions	forRathhindile,	which	comes	from	the	tract.	The	OConloughts	were	the	chiefs	ofBallyconlought,	still	the	name	of	a	townland	in	the	parish	of	Cargin.	The	OConloughts	were	keepers	of	the
bees	forthe	OFlahertys.	The	OClercinswere	the	chiefs	of	RathBhuidhbh,	now	rendered	Rafwee,	still	the	name	of	a	townland	in	the	parish	ofKilleany.	The	patronym	implies	they	werea	clerical	family,	which	is	interesting	because	the	Buidhbh	in	question	was	aking	of	the	Daoine	Sidhe.	The	ODuans	were	the	chiefs	of	Clooneen,	still	thename	of	a	townland
in	the	parish	of	Killeany.These	ODuans,	a	different	sept	from	those	of	Killursa,	were	the	houseattendants	of	the	OFlahertys.	The	MacFinnanswere	the	coarbs	of	Kilcoona,	of	the	monastery	and	of	the	church	both	in	thetownland	of	that	name	in	the	parish	of	the	same	name.	Kilcoona	means	Church	of	St.	Cuana.	The	OCoragenswere	the	chiefs	of	Beagh,
stillthe	name	of	a	townland	in	the	parish	of	Kilcoona.	The	OCaseys	werethe	chiefs	of	Ballycasey,	still	the	name	of	a	townland	in	the	parish	of	Kilcoona.	The	OHanlys	werethe	chiefs	of	Derry	Ui	Angli,	later	renamed	Kilroe	(Red	Wood),	still	atownland	in	the	parish	of	Kilcoona.	The	OKieranswere	the	chiefs	of	Lischiaran	(Fort	of	Ciaran),	a	name	now
obsolete	but	maybeen	been	in	the	parish	of	Annaghdown	since	the	abbey	there	was	actuallyfounded	by	St.	Ciaran	of	Clonmacnoise	rather	than	St.	Brendan	of	Clonfert.	The	OKierans	were	stewards	for	theODonnells	in	their	capacity	as	masters	of	the	feast	for	the	OFlahertys.	The	OLees	were	princesof	Ui	Briuin	Seola,	subordinate	to	Muintir	Murchada,
which	had	become	its	owndynasty	like	the	OConnors	had	done,	leaving	the	MacGeraghtys	as	kings	of	SilMurray.	The	OLees	were	also	the	erenaghsof	Annaghdown	and	medical	ollamhs,	or	physicians,	to	the	OFlahertys.	The	OFechinswere	chiefs	under	the	OLees	in	Ui	Briuin	Seola.	The	OBalwinswere	chiefs	under	the	OLees	in	Ui	Briuin	Seola.	The
ODuffs	werechiefs	under	the	OLees	in	Ui	Briuin	Seola.	The	OMaddenswere	chiefs	under	the	OLees	in	Ui	Briuin	Seola.	The	OCallananswere	the	coarbs	of	Kilcahill,	still	a	townland	in	the	parish	of	Annaghdown.	The	name	Kilcahill	means	Church	of	St.Cathal.	The	ODalys	werechiefs	of	Ui	Briuin	Ratha,	a	substantial	territory	covering	fourteen	townlands.
Clearly	another	sept	branched	off	of	the	UiBriuin	Ai,	there	is	little	genealogical	information	about	them	in	historicalsources.	The	OKennedyswere	chiefs	under	the	ODalys	in	Ui	Briuin	Ratha.	The	ODuins	werechiefs	under	the	ODalys	in	Ui	Briuin	Ratha.	The	OInnogs	werethe	chiefs	of	Knockdoe,	still	a	townland	in	the	parish	of	Lackagh.	The	OLynans
werethe	chiefs	of	Lackagh,	still	the	name	of	a	townland	as	well	as	the	parish.	The	OCanavanswere	the	chiefs	of	Tobrined,	a	name	now	obsolete	that	represents	the	even	oldername	of	Tuath	na	dToibrineadh.	TheOCanavans	were	also	physicians	of	Muintir	Murchada	as	well	as	of	Ui	Ailella.	The	OMulleenyswere	the	erenaghs	of	Termon	Ballycolu,	a	name
now	obsolete.	There	is	a	townland	of	Ballyculloo,	but	it	isin	the	parish	of	Kilcolgan	in	the	barony	of	Dunkellin,	well	outside	the	area	ofMuintir	Murchada,	by	this	time	part	of	the	kingdom	of	Ui	Fiachrach	Aidne.	The	ODuaghs	werechiefs	of	the	Drums,	possibly	the	area	between	Drumbaun	and	Drumgriffin	in	Annaghdown.	The	ODagdas	werealso	chiefs	of
the	Drums,	a	words	meaning	Hills.	The	OFahertyswere	kings	of	Delbhna	Cuile	Fabhair,	Muintir	Fathairaigh,	and	Fiodh	Luaraigh,all	three	of	which	probably	refer	to	the	same	tribe,	another	substantialterritory	covering	fourteen	townlands.They	were	distant	cousins	to	the	Delbhna	Tir	Dha	Locha	west	of	LochOrbsen,	whose	kings	were	the
MacConroys.The	OFahertys	are	the	only	chiefs	of	a	tribe	or	sept	referred	to	askings	in	the	tract,	other	than	the	OFlahertys	themselves;	the	tract	states	explicitly	that	TheOFaherty	and	TheOFlaherty	were	of	equal	rank.	Muintir	Faithartaigh	covered	most	of	theparish	of	Claregalway.	In	his	great	genealogical	poem	of	topographical	names,ODugan
rendered	the	tribal	name	Muintir	Fathairtaigh	as	Muintir	Fathaigh,	amistake	because	that	was	the	territory	of	the	Delbhna	Nuadat	in	Ui	Maine,	whosechiefs	were	the	OFahys.	Of	course,	heleft	out	that	group	entirely.Unfortunately,	MacFirbis	and	nearly	every	writer	afterward	has	followedhim.	The	OHallorans	were	the	chiefs	of	ClanFearghail,	which
was	the	largest	subordinate	division	of	Muintir	Murchadacontaining	twenty-four	townlands,	and	were	the	lead	retainers	of	theOFlahertys.	Their	patronymic	surname,	hAllmhurin	in	Irish,	means	stranger	from	far	away,	so	despite	thecontortionistiquely	fictious	pedigree	they	are	given	elsewhere	in	the	grandIrish	tradition	of	false	pedigrees,	their	most
like	origin	is	Viking,	probablyDanish.	Clan	Feargail	covered	part	ofthe	parish	of	Claregalway	and	all	of	the	parish	of	Oranmore.	The	OAntuileswere	the	innkeepers	of	Clan	Fearghail,	responsible	for	providing	room	and	boardfor	travelers	and	temporary	lodgers.	Inancient	and	medieval	Ireland,	this	was	a	key	responsibility,	especially	in	sucha	crossroads
as	the	territory	in	which	they	lay.	The	OFerguseswere	the	erenaghs	of	Roscam,	the	lands	of	the	abbey	and	the	church	foundedthere	by	St.	Patrick	in	the	5th	century.	The	OHugheseswere	the	chiefs	of	Clan	Cosgraigh,	a	territory	that	became	the	parish	of	Galwayin	which	the	medieval	town	arose.	The	MacGowanswere	chiefs	of	Meadhraighe,	which	by
this	time	was	reduced	to	the	area	of	theparish	of	Ballynacourty.	The	MacCarneyswere	also	chiefs	of	Meadhraighe,	which	had	lost	the	parishes	of	Stradbally,Kilcolgan,	Killeely,	and	Drumacoo	to	encroachment	by	the	Ui	Fiachrach	Aidne.	The	OTalorans	ofConmaicne	Cuile	Tolad,	are	not	mentioned	in	the	tract,	nor	are	any	of	their	ownsubject	septs.	That
indicates	they	werenot	vassals	to	Muintir	Murchada	at	the	time	the	tract	was	composed,	eitherbecause	they	had	not	yet	been	conquered	or	because	they	were	in	a	temporarystate	of	independence.	There	is	littledoubt,	however,	that	they	were	subjects	of	the	OFlahertys	soon	after.	The	MacConroysand	the	OHeaneys	of	Delbhna	Tir	DhaLocha	west	of
Loch	Orbsen	are	not	mentioned	in	the	lists	of	OFlahertysretainers	either.	Even	though	they	wereprobably	already	part	of	the	nascent	Diocese	of	Annaghdown,	there	is	simply	noaccount	from	any	source	that	they	were	so	subject.	Hereditary	officers	of	the	OFlahertys:All	of	these	are	noted	in	the	entries	for	the	chiefs	ofsepts	and	retainers	above,	but	to
get	a	better	idea	of	the	staff	needed	for	amid-sized	kingdom	in	early	medieval	Ireland,	it	might	be	helpful	to	see	them	ina	separate	list.	The	MacKilkellys	of	Ceann	Druim,	Athacind,	andCahernacanally	were	the	shanachies	(historians,	poets,	and	genealogists)	of	theOFlahertys.	The	OColgans	ofBallycolgan	were	the	standard-bearers	of	the	OFlahertys.
The	OMorrollys	of	Muinn-in-radain	were	the	chief	stewardsof	the	OFlahertys.	The	OCargises	of	Rathhindile	were	the	treasurers	of	theOFlahertys.	These	ODuans	of	Clooneen	were	the	house	attendants	of	theOFlahertys.	The	ODonnells	of	Ardratha	were	the	masters	of	the	feast	forthe	OFlahertys.	A	master	of	the	feastwas	the	master	of	ceremonies	at	a
banquet,	which	to	an	Irish	lord	was	of	greatimportance.	The	ancient	Greeks	had	aword	for	the	office,	architriklinos.	The	ODaigens	ofArdfintan	and	the	OKierans	of	Lischiaran	were	stewards	for	the	ODonnells	in	their	capacity	as	masters	ofthe	feast.	The	OConloughts	of	Ballyconlought	were	the	bee-keepers	forthe	OFlahertys.	The	MacGilcannons	of
Moylislionn	were	the	commanders	ofcavalry	for	the	OFlahertys.	The	OMullawills	ofDonaghpatrick	were	the	brehons	of	Muintir	Murchada.	The	OLees	of	Annaghdown	and	the	OCanavans	of	Tobrined	werephysicians	of	Muintir	Murchada;	the	OCanavans	were	also	physicians	to	Ui	Ailella.TheOFahertyswerecarousal	chiefs	to	TheOFlaherty.	If	you	want	to
see	the	sources,	check	out	the	page	onWikipedia	dealing	with	the	tract	and/or	Hardimans	Notes	at	the	end	ofOFlahertys	A	Chorographic	Description,where	it	begins	at	page	368.	You	canfind	the	book	online	by	tying	in	the	title	and	download	the	entire	ebook	forfree	from	Googlebooks.com	or	archive.com.The	book	and	Wikipedia	article	are	both	listed
in	the	sources	at	theend.	Ecclesiastical	nobility	of	Muintir	Murchada:Reading	the	list	above,	one	cant	help	notice	the	seeminglyextraordinary	number	of	families	with	status	deriving	from	ecclesiasticalties.	It	is	a	graphic	illustration	ofthe	influence,	and	the	power,	of	the	early	Irish	church,	in	large	part	due	tothe	nature	of	Irish	law.	Again,	cullingthese
into	a	separate	list	might	give	a	better	view	of	this.	The	OCallanans	at	Kilcahill	were	the	coarbs	of	St.	Cathal.	The	MacFinnans	at	Kilcoona	were	the	coarbs	of	St.	Cuana.	The	OLees	were	the	erenaghs	of	Annaghdown.	The	OMullawills	were	the	erenaghs	of	Donaghpatrick.	The	MacBeolains	were	the	erenaghs	of	Killower	and	Keepers	ofthe	Black	Bell	of
St.	Patrick.	The	ODuans	were	the	erenaghs	of	Killursa.	The	OFerguses	were	the	erenaghs	of	Roscam.	The	OLenaghansand	the	OMullins	were	erenaghs	of	Kilkilvery.	The	OCargis	were	the	erenaghs	of	Rathhindile.	The	OMealleys	were	the	erenaghs	of	Kilmanagh	andKilnacoelan.	The	OMulleenys	were	the	erenaghs	of	Termon	Ballycolu.	Church-related
hereditary	officesCoarbs	were	theleading	heirs	of	a	particular	saint.	Ifthe	saint	founded	several	institutions,	the	only	abbot	designated	as	coarbwould	be	the	one	at	his	or	her	chief	abbey.	Erenaghs	were	themanagers	of	the	lands	of	an	abbey	and/or	church.	Like	the	office	of	coarb,	this	too	becamehereditary.	While	the	existence	of	acoarb	definitely
implied	a	present	or	former	abbey,	this	is	not	necessarily	the	case	with	an	erenagh.	Irish	territorial	divisionsSimplistically	put,	modern	Ireland	is	divided	intothirty-two	counties.	Each	county	isdivided	into	several	baronies.	Eachbarony	is	divided	into	four	to	seven	parishes.Each	parish	is	divided	into	an	average	of	thirty	townlands.	Theoretically,
anyway.	In	reality,	many	parishes	are	split	between	baronies,because	parishes	originated	with	the	ecclesiastical	reforms	of	the	12thcentury	while	baronies	were	laid	out	in	the	Late	Middle	Age	to	serve	the	needsof	English	administration.	A	few	of	thebaronies	have	lands	in	two	or	more	counties.Some	parishesClaregalway,	Athenry,	Ballinchallahave
lands	in	twobaronies;	the	parish	of	Ballinrobe	has	or	had	lands	in	three	baronies	(Ross,Kilmaine,	and	Carra)	and	two	counties	(Galway	and	Mayo).	The	modern	townlands	of	Ireland	were	defined	in	the	16thcentury,	and	since	then	many	have	subdivided,	others	disappeared,	some	newly	created.	These	were	much	smaller	units	than	thetownlands
mentioned	in	the	Muintir	Murchada	tract	and	are	roughly	equivalent	tothe	ancient	ballyboes	(from	the	Irish	baile	bo,	meaning	cow	place).	Ballyboes	were	subdivisions	of	the	basicterritorial	unit,	the	ballybetagh,	or	baile	biatagh,	meaning	victuallersplace.	Each	ballybetagh	represented	theterritory	of	an	Irish	sept,	and	was	composed	of	anywhere
between	eight	andsixteen	ballyboes.	Where	the	text	of	theMuintir	Murchada	tract	mentions	townlands,	this	is	the	unit	to	which	it	isreferring.	Thomas	Larcom,	director	of	the	Ordnance	Survey	in	the1840s,	developed	this	table	to	describe	how	land	was	divided	up	in	Ireland	asit	was	standardized	in	the	11thand	12thcenturies.	10	acres	=1	gneeve	2
gneeves	=1	sessiagh	3	sessiaghs=	1	ballyboe	2	ballyboes=	1	carrow,	or	seisreagh	(i.e.,	ploughland)	4	carrows	=1	ballybetagh	(or	townland)	30ballybetaghs	=	1	triocha	cet	These	measurements	were	not	hard	and	fast,	and	there	wasconsiderable	variation	in	both	size	and	nomenclature	across	the	island,	butthis	meant	the	average.	As	previously
mentioned,	parishes	were	based	largely	ontuath,	or	septs,	or	tribes.	The	idealwas	one	parish	per	tuath,	but	often	there	were	two	or	more,	depending	on	thesize	of	the	tuath.	The	triocha	cet	mostly	served	a	military	function,	being	thearea	of	land	from	which	3000	warriors	could	be	raised.	Later,	these	served	most	of	the	basis	for	thebaronies	instituted
by	the	London	government.	Later	fortunes	of	the	OFlahertysFor	Muintir	Murchada,	the	12thcentury	wasdominated	by	war	with	the	OBriens,	with	some	trouble	from	their	sometimesallies,	sometimes	enemies	at	Tuam,	the	OConnor	king	of	Connacht.	This	futile	conflict	involved	major	invasionsand	counter-invasions	in	the	years	1117,	1132,	1137,	1145,
and	1150,	possiblymore,	in	which	the	OBriens	and	the	forces	of	Thomond	thoroughly	ravagedConnacht	at	least	four	times.	In	another	arena,	the	Synod	of	Rathbreasail	in	1118recognized	the	dioceses	of	Tuam	based	in	the	religious	center	of	their	OConnorrivals	as	well	as	the	Diocese	of	Cong	to	the	north,	but	failed	to	do	so	in	thecase	of	the	OFlahertys
own	Diocese	of	Annaghdown.	The	spurned	diocese	did	not	meekly	cease	tofunction,	however.	That	same	year,	Ruadri	OConnor,	king	of	Connacht,	died,	andhis	place	was	taken	by	Turlough	OConnor,	destined	to	become	the	greatest	HighKing	of	Ireland	of	all	time	other	than	Brian	Borumha.	One	of	his	fist	steps	was	to	curb	the	powerof	the	OFlahertys,
who	had	apparently	been	pushing	north,	casting	them	out	ofConmaicne	Cuile	Tolad	as	well	as	re-establishing	a	second	regal	residence	atCong.	In	1124,	in	response	to	the	troubles	with	the	OBriens,	theOFlahertys	built	a	castle	at	the	mouth	of	the	River	Galway,	which	in	timeacquired	its	own	hamlet,	then	village.This	settlement	was	the	basis	for	the
medieval	town	of	Galway.	It	was	destroyed	twice	during	the	wars.	Meanwhile,	to	the	north,	the	OConnor	built	acastle	at	Shrule	at	the	border	between	Muintir	Murchada	and	Conmaicne	CuileTolad	as	a	check	on	the	OFlahertys.	These	internecine	wars	over	petty	causes	continuedthroughout	the	century	until	the	arrival	of	the	Cambro-Normans	in
1169,followed	by	that	of	the	Anglo-Normans	in	1172,	gave	them	bigger	things	to	worryabout.	As	well	as	new	potential	alliesto	turn	against	each	other.	Prior	to	those	events,	the	Synod	of	Kells	in	1152	raised	thesee	of	Tuam	to	an	archdiocese,	the	seat	of	the	province	of	Connacht,	but	againdid	not	recognize	the	Diocese	of	Annaghdown,	even	though	the
Diocese	of	Congwas	converted	into	the	Deanery	of	Shrule.	When	the	English	first	invaded	Connacht	in	1777,	they	endedup	fleeing	prior	the	arrival	of	a	united	force	of	Connacht	and	Munster	warriorswho	had	been	called	up	against	them.	Two	years	later,	in	1179,	the	Diocese	of	Annaghdown	finallyreceived	acceptance	as	one	of	the	dioceses	of	the
province	of	Connacht.	In	1225,	Henry	III	ordered	the	Lord	Lieutenant	of	Ireland	todeliver	the	province	of	Connacht	into	the	hands	of	Richard	de	Burgo,	ancestorof	the	Clanrickard	and	MacWilliam	Burkes.With	the	help	of	the	OConnors,	the	English	forced	the	OFlahertys	toleave	several	of	their	castles,	including	the	ones	on	Loch	Orbsen	and	the	oneat
Galway.	However,	the	latter	remained	inCastle	Galway	east	of	the	lake	for	another	decade.	The	OFlahertys	were	finally	forced	to	yield,after	which	they	removed	west	across	Loch	Orbsen.	The	Burkes	and	their	allies	proceeded	to	cover	MuintirMurchada	and	nearby	territories	with	castles	to	prevent	their	return.	Their	territory,	known	as	Clanrickard,
tookin	the	later	baronies	of	Clare,	Dunkellin,	Athenry,	Loughrea,	Kiltartan,	and	Leitrim;in	effect,	all	the	lands	previously	belonging	to	Muintir	Murchada	and	UiFiachrach	Aidne	and	part	of	that	held	by	Ui	Maine.	To	the	immediate	west	of	the	lake,	south	of	the	PartyMountains	between	Loch	Orbsen	and	Kilkieran	Bay,	the	MacConroys	ruled	DelbhnaTir
Da	Locha	based	in	Kilcummin	(now	the	townland	of	Lemonfield)	in	the	north,	whilea	junior	sept	of	the	tribe,	the	OHeaneys	were	the	erenaghs	of	Spiddal,	andpossibly	also	of	Cloghmore,	in	the	south.Another	family,	the	MacAneaves,	were	(possibly)	erenaghs	ofPortnacrossan,	and	may	have	served	as	brehons	for	all	Delbhna	Tir	Da	Locha..	ODugans
topographical	poem	of	the	mid-14thcentury	assigns	the	territory	of	Gno	Mor	(Gnomore)	to	the	MacConroys	and	thatof	Gno	Beag	to	the	OHeaneys,	but	this	is	probably	an	anachronism	well	over	acentury	since	the	Delbhna	Tir	Da	Locha	occupied	the	country.	Whenthe	annals	note	the	death	of	the	chief	of	the	MacConroys	in	1142,	they	call	himking	of
Delbhna	Tir	Da	Locha,	not	of	Gnomore.	The	more	likely	source	of	thoseterritories	is	below.	In	the	mountains	to	their	north,	a	country	then	known	as	UiOrbsen,	lived	the	Partraige	an-t	Sliebh,	who	were	previously	ruled	by	a	sept	ofthe	Conmaicne	Cuile	Tolad	and	may	have	still	been	at	that	time.	Their	chiefs	were	the	OKynes.	West	of	Kilkieran	Bay	to
the	Atlantic	Ocean,	with	their	territorybetween	Tir	Umhall	and	the	Partry	Mountains	in	the	north	and	Loch	Lurgan	in	thesouth,	were	the	Conmaicne	Mara,	whose	chiefs	were	the	OCadhlas,	or	OKealys.	Their	subordinate	septs	were	the	MacConneelys,	the	ODevaneys,	the	OClohertys,and	the	OFalons,	the	last	serving	as	the	brehons	and	dalaighs	for
ConmaicneMara.	When	the	OFlahertyscame	west,	they	brought	with	them	the	OHallorans,	the	OLees,	the	ODuans	ofKillursa,	the	OCanavans,	and	the	ODonnells,	possibly	others.	The	chief,	Hugh	Mor,settled	at	Ballynahinch	in	the	territory	of	the	Conmaicne	Mara,	and	from	himcome	the	western	OFlahertys.	Theirline,	the	senior	branch	whose	chief	held
the	titles	of	The	OFlaherty	and	kingof	Iar	Connacht,	became	known	as	Sliocht	Eoghain.	The	western	branch	spawned	the	septs	of	theMacDermotts,	the	OConnors,	the	MacHughes,	and	the	MacDonoughs.	Hugh	Mors	brother,Brian	na	nOinseach	OFlaherty,	took	over	the	territory	of	the	Delbhna	Tir	DaLocha.	His	sons	split	the	territorybetween	them,
Murrough,	the	eldest,	taking	Gnomore	while	the	younger,Gilleduff,	took	Gnobeg.	This	wasprobably	when	those	names	came	into	existence,	and	ODugan	assumed	they	hadalways	been	there.	Their	septs	were	called	SliochtMurchaidh	and	Sliocht	Giolla	Duibh,	respectively	As	for	theirfollowers,	the	ODuans	erstwhile	of	Killursa	resettled	in	Renvyle.	The
OLees	at	first	lived	along	the	westernshores	of	Loch	Orbsen	until	mid-century,	when	the	Burkes	seized	the	shoresalong	that	side	of	the	lake	to	stop	raids	by	the	OFlahertys	and	they	wereforced	to	relocate	to	Renvyle	with	the	ODuans.The	OHallorans	settled	both	Gno	Mor	and	Gno	Beg,	and	later	Renvylealso.	The	OCanavans	and	the	ODonnells
alsomade	their	homes	among	the	eastern	OFlahertys	between	Loch	Orbsen	andKilkieran	Bay.	If	the	newcomersoffered	any	resistance	to	the	takeover	of	their	country,	no	record	survives;the	gentry	and	many	of	their	followers	removed	elsewhere.	Most	of	the	MacConroys	headed	west	with	asizable	contingent	to	establish	themselves	in	the	land
between	Mannin	andStreamstown	Bays,	giving	the	name	Ballymaconry	to	that	whole	region.	A	smaller	group	sailed	south	across	LochLurgan	and	settled	its	shores	in	the	parish	of	Drumcreehy	among	the	Corco	Mruadin	Thomond,	the	territory	of	the	OBriens,	giving	their	name	to	Ballyconry	there.	The	OHeaneys	wentthe	same	direction,	at	first
inhabiting	the	Cleggan	and	Renvyle	Peninsulas,later	heading	east	across	River	Galway	to	settle	next	to	their	distant	cousinsin	Claregalway,	the	OFahertys	of	Delbhna	Cuile	Fabhair,	where	they	became	loyal	retainersof	the	Clanrickard	Burkes.	Of	the	ConmaicneMara,	only	the	sept	of	the	chiefs,	the	OKealys,	are	known	to	have	removedelsewhere,	going
east	and	north	to	Ui	Orbsen.The	MacConneelys	definitely	stayed,	and	so	did	the	OFalons,	whocontinued	to	serve	as	brehons	to	the	western	OFlahertys	until	ancient	Irishlaw	was	abolished	in	Iar	Connacht	(as	well	as	in	Tir	Umhall)	in	1625.	After	theOFlahertys	seizure	of	the	area	for	resettlement,	the	name	Iar	Connacht	becamerestricted	in	meaning	to
these	territories,	despite	the	fact	that	in	theearliest	mentions	of	the	annals	it	referred	to	the	entire	geographic	area,	alsoincluding	not	just	Muintir	Murchada	but	Tir	Umhall	(the	baronies	of	Burrishooleand	Murrisk	in	Co.	Mayo)	as	well.	The	village	ofGalway	around	the	castle	became	the	Town	of	Galway,	which	eventually	gained	itsdependence	from
the	by-then	Gaelicized	Burkes	of	Clanrickard.	Its	fourteen	ruling	families,	known	as	theTribes	of	Galway,	never	played	a	part	in	local	affairs,	keeping	to	themselves,speaking	English	and	governing	themselves	by	English	law.	Around	the	year	1283,Thomas	de	Joys,	a	Cambro-Norman	knight	fleeing	from	the	aftermath	of	a	failedrebellion	in	Wales,	landed
in	Iar	Connacht	after	pausing	for	a	while	in	Thomondwhere	he	married	an	OBrien	daughter.The	OFlaherty	gave	him	Ui	Orbsen	in	exchange	for	an	oath	of	fealty,	andthe	area	became	known	as	Joyce	Country	from	that	time.	The	marriage	of	his	son	to	an	OFlahertydaughter	added	most	of	what	is	now	the	parish	of	Ballynakill	to	the	territory.	Going
native,	withone	important	exception,	the	Joyces	adopted	Irish	patronyms,	their	chiefsbecoming	the	MacThomases	and	their	cadets	the	MacTybods.	The	exception	was	a	branch	of	the	family	thatkept	the	name	Joyce	and	became	one	of	the	Tribes	of	Galway.	The	OKealys	ofConmaicne	Mara,	who	had	relocated	to	Ui	Orbsen	to	escape	the	OFlahertys,
foundtheir	new	overlords	much	more	agreeable.	In	the	early	14thcentury,	the	western	OFlahertys	granted	Omey	Island	just	west	of	Ballymaconry(Kingstown)	Peninsula	to	a	group	of	OTooles	fleeing	fratricidal	warfare	intheir	native	Leinster.	Later	in	the	century,	some	of	the	Fitzhenrys	of	Co.	Wexford	settled	inGnomore	as	vassals	of	Sliocht	Murchaidh,
where	they	became	known	as	the	MacHenrys	The	OFlahertys	didregain	control	of	the	western	shores	of	Loch	Orbsen	not	long	after	they	weretaken,	and	even	became	masters	of	the	lake	again,	though	that	was	oftenchallenged	by	the	Burkes	and	the	Joyces.By	the	mid-14thcentury,	they	had	even	regained	some	landsalong	the	eastern	side	of	the	lake,
at	least	in	Annaghdown,	where	they	builtthe	castle	of	that	name	about	this	time	in	addition	to	its	cathedral.	This	then	was	thekingdom	of	the	OFlahertys	after	they	were	forced	to	move	their	seat	west	ofLoch	Orbsen.	From	here	they	playedlittle	part	in	the	affairs	of	the	national	scene.	Much	of	their	times	was	spent	fighting	theBurkes,	the	Joyces,	the
OMalleys	of	Tir	Umhall,	or	the	MacTeige	OBriens	ofthe	Aran	Islands.	Their	favorite	foes,however,	were	each	other,	usually	the	eastern	OFlahertys	fighting	the	westernOFlahertys,	but	the	OFlahertys	of	Gnomore	and	the	OFlahertys	of	Gnobeg	werebitter	rivals	of	each	other	also.	In	1582,	they	addedthe	Aran	Islands	to	Iar	Connacht	after	invading	the
Inishmore	and	expelling	theMacTeige	OBriens.	In	the	Indenture	ofComposition	of	1585	for	OFlahertys	Country,	besides	the	heads	of	thevarious	branches	of	the	eastern	and	western	OFlahertys,	only	five	chiefs	ofname	are	listed:	MacThomas,	OHalloran,MacConroy	(the	name	given	as	McEnry),	MacDonough,	and	MacConnor,	the	last	twobeing	septs
branched	off	of	the	western	OFlahertys.	There	are	seven	other	persons	mentioned,	but	only	as	individual	gentlemen,absentee	freeholders	of	the	Tribes	of	Galway	living	inside	the	walls.	The	same	indenturecreated	the	barony	of	Moycullen	from	Gnomore	and	Gnobeg,	the	barony	of	Ballynahinchfrom	Connemara,	the	barony	of	Ross	from	Joyce	Country,
and	the	barony	of	Aranfrom	the	islands.	An	Inquisition	inthe	barony	of	Ballynahinch	in	1607	listed	the	leading	chiefs	of	that	region	as	OFlahertyof	Bunowen,	MacEnry	(MacConroy	again),	MacConnor,	MacDonough,	ODuan,	OLee,and	MacConneely,	the	eldest	cadet	of	theOKealys.	The	end	came	afterthe	failed	Irish	Confederate	Wars	of	the	mid-1600s
against	Cromwell	in	whichthey	had	taken	an	active	part	along	with	the	MacThomas	Joyces,	the	Burkes,	theOMalleys,	even	the	Tribes	of	Galway.Even	though	many	OFlahertys	managed	to	retain	some	smaller	holdings,they	were	no	longer	masters	of	Iar	Connacht.The	Tribes,	like	all	the	other	rebels,	were	transplanted,	some	toholdings	they	had	bought
in	nearby	Gnobeg	and	Gnomore	late	in	the	previouscentury.	The	Martins,	forexample,	took	up	residence	on	land	they	had	held	for	decades	near	Loch	Lonan	onwhat	had	formerly	been	the	border	between	Gnomore	and	Gnobeg,	now	in	the	barony	of	Moycullen.	Their	home,	Ross	House	(for	which	the	lakewas	renamed	Lake	Ross)	near	the	site	of	the
former	Ohery	Castle	of	theOHallorans,	which	had	been	seized	by	the	OFlahertys	of	Aughnanure	(those	formerlycalled	of	Gnomore)	late	in	the	16thcentury.	Upon	beingtransplanted	from	Westmeath,	Art	MacGeoghegan	(a	sept	of	the	southern	Ui	Neill)was	granted	Bunowen	on	Ballyconneely	Peninsula;	his	descendants	later	becameProtestant	and
adopted	the	surname	ONeill.The	Brownes	and	theDArcys,	like	the	Martins	formerly	of	the	Tribes	of	Galway,	were	resettled	onOmey	Island,	overwhelming	the	unfortunate	OTooles.	The	Martins	of	LakeRoss	in	Moycullen	soon	acquired	the	nearly	all	the	remainder	of	the	barony	ofBallynahinch,	becoming	the	largest	landowners	in	the	British	Isles,	with
more	than	250,000	acres	in	all.The	Chieftain	Clan	OFlaithbheartaigh,	Kings	and	Queens	ofConnemara.	Webpage.	Clare	County	Library	website.	Old	Territorial	Divisions	and	LandMeasures.	Clare	County	Library	website.	Unitsof	Land	Measurement.	Crichaireachtcinedach	nduchasa	Muintiri	Murchada,	or	in	English,	A	tract	on	the	Connacht	territory	of
Munitir	Mhurchada.	Crichaireacht	cinedach	nduchasa	MuintiriMurchada,	a	tract	listingthe	territories	and	chiefs	of	Muintir	Murchada	before	the	expulsion	of	the	OFlahertys,c.	12thcentury.	Text	inHardimans	Notes	to	OFlahertys	book.	Roderic	OFlaherty.	AChorographic	Description	of	West	or	h-Iar	Connaught,	1684.	James	Hardiman.	A	Chorographical
Description	of	West	or	H-IARConnaught	Written	A.	D.	1684,	Edited,	from	a	Ms.	In	the	Library	of	TrinityCollege,	Dublin,	with	Notes	and	Illustrations,	Journal	of	the	Irish	Archaeological	Society,	1848.	John	OHart.	IrishPedigrees,	or	the	Origin	and	Stem	of	the	Irish	Nation,	1892.	Public	Records	Office	of	Northern	Ireland	website.	Local	History	Series:	1,
The	Townland.	Ireland	in	1450	Flaithbertaigh,	Gaelic-Irish	surname,	anglicized	as	O'Flaherty	OverviewThis	Gaelic-Irish	surname	is	written	as	"Ua	Flaithbertach"	(nominative)	or	"Ua	Flaithbertaig"	(genitive)	in	Old	Irish	and	Middle	Irish	texts.	The	surname	is	commonly	translated	as	"bright	ruler"	or	more	correctly	"bright	prince",	flaith	originally
meaning	prince	in	Irish.	"O"	or	comes	from	Ua,	designating	"grandson"	or	"descendant"	of	a	(major)	clan	member.	The	prefix	is	often	anglicised	to	O',	using	an	apostrophe	instead	of	the	Irish	sneadh	fada:	"".Maigh	Sela	was	the	term	used	to	describe	the	earliest	O'Flaherty	domain,	to	the	east	of	Lough	Corrib	in	the	kingdom	of	Connacht,	the	western
most	province	of	the	Island	of	Ireland	(Irish:	ire).The	Flaithbertaighs	are	a	branch	of	the	Muintir	Murchada	dynasty,	named	after	Murchadh	mac	Maenach	(died	891),	King	of	the	U	Briin	Sela.	Murchadh	is	one	of	the	earliest	attested	kings	of	his	region.	The	leading	family	of	this	dynasty	would	take	the	surname	Flaithbheartaigh	(O'Flaherty)	from	the
11th	century	onwards.	Kings	of	Magh	SelaThe	U	Briin	Sela	was	one	of	the	major	branches	of	the	powerful	U	Briin	dynasty,	which	had	become	the	dominant	force	in	Connacht	by	the	8th	century.	The	genealogies	list	two	sons	of	Murchadh	mac	Maenach:	Urchadh	and	Urumhain.	Urchadh	mac	Murchadh,	King	of	Maigh	Sela	(also	listed	as	king	of
Iarthair	Connacht,	died	945,	in	the	14th	century	Book	of	Ballymote)	was	father	of	B	Binn	inion	Urchadh,	Princess	of	the	U	Briin	Sela	and	Queen	of	Thomond	(fl.	early	10th	century).	B	Binn	married	Cenntig	mac	Lorcin	of	Thomond	to	produce	a	son	who	would	become	the	High	King	of	Ireland	(Irish:	Ard-R	na	hireann):	Brian	Bruma	mac	Cenntig,	known
in	English	as	Brian	Boru	(c.	941-23	April	1014).	Brian	broke	the	near	monopoly	of	the	U	Nill	over	the	High	Kingship	of	Ireland	and	fought	to	unite	Ireland	as	a	people	under	one,	native	king.	His	father,	Cenntig	mac	Lorcin	of	Thomond,	was	one	of	the	principal	leaders	of	the	resistance	to	the	Danish	Viking	incursions.	Cenntig	had	several	wives	and
children	but	positively	assigned	B	Binn	as	the	mother	of	Brian	Bruma.B	Binn's	sister	Creassa	inion	Urchadh	was	a	wife	of	King	Tadg	mac	Cathail	of	Connacht,	while	her	sister,	Caineach	inion	Urchadh,	married	the	ancestor	of	the	Clann	Coscraig	sept	of	the	U	Briin	Sela.	Her	brother,	Donnchadh	mac	Urchadh	succeeded	their	father	as	King	of	Maigh
Sela	(943-959).Like	the	U	Briin	Sela,	the	U	Briin	Ai	were	a	major	branch	of	the	U	Briin	dynasty,	from	whom	the	high	medieval	Ua	Conchobair	(O'Connor)	kings	of	Connacht,	including	the	last	high	king	of	Ireland,	Ruaidr	Ua	Conchobair,	were	descended.	The	first	Flaithbertaigh'sMuireadhach	ua	Flaithbheartach,	King	of	Maigh	Sela	(died	1034),	was	the
first	to	be	recorded	by	that	name.	Muireadhach	was	a	grandson	of	Flaithbheartach,	hence	his	suffix	which	would	become	the	surname	Ua/	Flaithbheartaigh/O'Flaherty.	He	is	listed	as	having	three	sons	Ruaidhr	of	Lough	Cimbe,	Donagh	Aluinn	and	Aedh.	From	Ruaidhr	and	Donagh	would	descend	the	O'Flahertys	of	East	and	West	Conamara.	Exiled	by
the	Kings	of	ConnachtIn	the	Annals	of	the	Four	Masters,	Raidhri	Ua	Flaithbheartaigh,	King	of	Iar	Connacht,	is	described	as	dying	at	the	battle	of	Glen	Patrick	in	1061	(Book	of	Ballymote:	died	1062).	The	Annals	state:Maidhm	Glinne	Pattraicc	ria	n-Aodh	Ua	Conchobhair	for	Iarthair	Connacht,	in	ro	mudhaighith	ile	im	Ruaidhri	Ua	Flaithbheartaigh,
tigherna	Iarthair	Connacht,	&	ro	dicendadh	,	&	ruccadh	a	ceann	co	Cruachain	Chonnacht	iar	sraoineadh	for	mac	Aodha	mic	Ruaidhri./The	victory	of	Gleann-Phadraig	was	gained	by	Aedh	Ua	Conchobhair	over	the	people	of	West	Connaught,	where	many	were	slain,	together	with	Ruaidhri.	O'Flaithbheartaigh,	lord	of	West	Connaught,	was	beheaded,
and	his	head	was	carried	to	Cruachain	in	Connaught,	after	the	son	of	Aedh,	son	of	Ruaidhri,	had	been	defeated.The	following	year	records	that	Tadhg,	son	of	Aedh	Ua	Conchobhair	(O'Connor),	was	"slain	by	the	son	of	Aedh,	son	of	Ruaidhri	(ie	O'Flahertys),	and	the	people	of	West	Connaught."	From	this	point	on,	the	family	were	forced	into	Iar
Connacht,	as	the	Kings	of	Connacht	took	the	original	Ua	Flaithbheartaigh	homeland	for	themselves.Aedh	Ua	Flaithbheartaigh,	(King	of	Iar	Connacht,	died	1079)	was	the	third	bearer	of	the	surname	Ua	Flaithbheartaigh	to	rule	over	the	Muintir	Murchada.	Aedh	was	killed	in	1079	by	Ruaidr	na	Saide	Buide	(Ruaidr	Ua	Conchobair,	anglicised	Roderic
O'Connor,	died	1118),	who	in	turn	was	blinded	by	Flaithbertaigh	Ua	Flaithbertaigh	(Flaherty	O'Flaherty),	King	of	Iar	Connacht,	in	1092.	Flaithbertaigh	Ua	Flaithbertaigh,	King	of	ConnachtCrichaireacht	cinedach	nduchasa	Muintiri	Murchada	is	a	tract	listing	the	main	families	and	their	estates	of	the	Muintir	Murchada	in	the	reign	of	its	lord,
Flaithbertaigh	Ua	Flaithbertaigh,	who	was	king	of	Iar	Connacht	from	1091	until	his	death	in	1098.	He	seized	the	kingshiip	of	Connacht	in	1092	by	blinding	the	Godfather	of	his	children,	King	Ruaidr	na	Saide	Buide.	He	was	killed	by	Ruaidr's	sons	in	1098.	Kings	of	Iar	ConnachtThe	subsequent	king	of	Iar	Connacht,	Muireadhach	Ua	Flaithbheartaigh
(died	1121),	and	his	descendants,	remained	loyal	to	the	Conchobair's.Before	the	close	of	the	13th	century,	the	Flaithbertaigh's	became	masters	of	the	entire	territory	of	Iar	Connacht,	extending	from	the	western	banks	of	Lough	Corrib	to	the	shores	of	the	Atlantic.	Motto	and	Coat	of	ArmsThe	clan	motto	is	Fortuna	Favet	Fortibus,	or	"Fortune	Favours
the	Brave".	An	Flaithbertaigh	coat	of	arms	depicts	'two	red	lions	rampant	combatant,	supporting	a	red	dexter	hand,	couped	at	the	wrists,	in	base	a	black	boat	with	eight	oars'.	However	there	is	little	known	of	Irish	heraldic	tradition	as	compared	to	that	of	the	English	although	Irish	use	of	distinctive	flags	and	banners	in	battle	is	recorded	in	Irish	annals
such	as	the	Annals	of	the	Four	Masters.	Notable	Flaithbertaigh'sMuireadhach	ua	Flaithbheartach,	King	of	Maigh	Sela,	died	1034.Murchadh	an	Chapail	Ua	Flaithbheartaigh,	King	of	Maigh	Sela/Iar	Connacht,	died	1036.Raidhri	Ua	Flaithbheartaigh,	King	of	Iar	Connacht,	died	1061.Flaithbertaigh	Ua	Flaithbertaigh,	King	of	Connacht,	died
1098.Conchobhar	Ua	Flaithbheartaigh,	King	of	Iar	Connacht,	died	1132.edh	Mr	Flaithbheartaigh,	died	1236.Murchad	Ua	Flaithbertaig,	Bishop	of	Annaghdown,	c.1202-1241.Morogh	Flaithbheartaigh,	King	of	Iar	Connacht	and	Chief	of	the	Name,	fl.	1244.Ruaidhri	Flaithbheartaigh,	King	of	Iar	Connacht	and	Chief	of	the	Name,	fl.	1244-1273.edh
Flaithbheartaigh,	Taoiseach	of	Iar	Connacht	and	Chief	of	the	Name,	fl.	c.	1377?-1407.Murrough	na	dTuadh	Flaithbheartaigh,	Chief	of	the	Name,	died	1593.Teige	Flaithbheartaigh,	warlord,	died	1589.Ruaidhr	Flaithbheartaigh,	author	and	historian,	died	1720.Eamonn	Laidir	Flaithbertaigh,	Jacobite,	died	1749.Honor	Flaherty,	Famine	victim,	fl.	9
December	1847	11	March	1848.Edmund	O'Flaherty,	Irish	M.P.,	fl.	1854.Maidhc	Flaithearta,	member	of	the	Irish	National	Land	League,	fl.	1882.Liam	O'Flaherty,	son	of	the	above,	author	and	writer.Robert	J.	Flaherty,	film	director.Monsignor	Hugh	O'Flaherty,	The	Scarlet	Pimpernel	of	the	Vatican.Colman	O'Flaherty,	recipient	of	the	Distinguished
Service	Cross.Tom	Sail	Flaithearta,	actor.Thomas	J.	Flaherty,	Garda	Sochna	recipient	of	the	Scott	Medal,	born	1963.Patrick	O'Flaherty	(mayor),	Mayor	of	Galway	1964-1965	and	1973-1975.Bridie	O'Flaherty,	Mayor	of	Galway	19801981	and	19851986.Michael	John	Flaherty,	sportsperson,	died	1992.Terry	O'Flaherty,	Mayor	of	Galway	2003-2004.Maire
Eilis	N	Fhlaithearta,	actress	and	former	model.Fionnuala	N	Fhlatharta,	actress,	Ros	na	Rn.	See	also	Notes	and	referencesA	Chorological	Description	of	West	or	H-Iar	Connacht	(1684),	Roderic	O'Flaherty,	ed.	James	Hardiman,	Trinity	College	(Dublin,	Ireland).	Library,	Irish	Archaeological	Society,	Dublin	-	Ireland	-	1846	-	494	pages,	particularly	pages
309-437.Richard	Ryan,	Biographia	Hibernica:	Irish	Worthies	(1821),	Vol.	II,	p.456.	RR	DIB	DIW	DNB	JMC	FDA	OCIL	-	about	the	life	of	Roderic	O'FlahertyRadner,	Joan	N.,	"Writing	history:	Early	Irish	historiography	and	the	significance	of	form",	Celtica,	volume	23,	pp.312325.	(etext	(pdf))John	O'Donovan	(editor	&	translator)	Annals	of	Ireland:	three
fragments.	(Dublin	1860)James	Hardiman:	The	history	of	the	town	and	county	of	the	town	of	Galway.	From	the	earliest	period	to	the	present	time.	Dublin	1820"Hell	Or	Connaught"!:	The	Cromwellian	Colonisation	of	Ireland,	16521660,	Peter	Berresford	Ellis.	Blackstaff,	1988	ISBN	0-85640-404-7,	9780856404047	External	links	(McCarthy,	Trinity
College,	Dublin,	1998,	Royal	Irish	Academy,	about	the	problematic	chronology	of	the	Irish	Annals,	see	page	eight	for	comments	on	the	consequences	of	Hennessy's	misinterpretation	of	Roderic	O'Flaherty	in	the	19th	century)	Map	of	Iar	Connaught.	Irish	Archaeological	Society	(Lorg	Journal)Irish	Archaeological	Society	Ruins	of	Old	Church,	Moycullen
(Sean	Relig)	mentioned	in	h-Iar	Connaught.	The	adjoining	graveyard	contains	O'Flaherty	grave	slab	with	family	crest	inscribed.T.McMahon	Book	cover	of	later	edition	of	West	or	H-Iar	ConnaughtFor	centuries,	the	OFlahertys	(Clann	Mhurchada)	had	occupied	the	ancient	territory	of	Muigh	Seola,	east	of	Lough	Corrib.	Their	power	was	absolute	until	in
1185,	when	Donal	Mr	OBrien,	King	of	Thormond,	led	a	party	of	English	into	the	western	parts	of	the	province	where	they	pillaged,	wrecked	and	destroyed	the	countryside.	After	some	time	Cathal	Crobh	Dearg	OConnor,	King	of	Connacht,	led	more	English	into	the	province	and	Cathal	delivered	Roderic	OFlaherty,	Chief	of	the	tribe,	over	to	the	English
and	he	was	put	to	death.	The	die	was	cast	for	the	two	warring	tribes	of	the	OConnors	and	OFlahertys	whose	permanent	whose	permanent	hostilities	allowed	ease	of	entry	to	a	superior	force.	But	the	end	of	the	road	was	in	sight	for	Muinntir	Murchada,	when	Henry	111	commanded	William,	earl	Marshall,	Lord	Justice	of	Ireland	to	seize	on	the	whole
country	of	Connaught	and	deliver	it	to	Richard	de	Burgo.	OFlaherty	property	was	then	handed	over	to	the	OConnors.	The	OFlahertys	and	their	troops	barricaded	themselves	in	the	fort	at	Bun	na	Gaillimhe	where	eventually	Richard	de	Burgo	took	over	the	fort	and	the	OFlahertys	were	expelled	from	their	ancient	territory	of	Muigh	Seola.	They	then
crossed	the	Corrib	dispossessed	and	humiliated	bearing	grudges	that	would	haunt	them	though	the	generations	to	come.Rulers	of	Iar	Chonnacht	and	Conmaichne-MaraFrom	the	middle	of	the	13th	century	they	ruled	the	vast	rugged	terrain	of	Iar	Chonnacht	and	Conmaichne-Mara,	displacing	others	as	they	spread	out	through	the	divided	territory	but
even	then	there	were	intertribal	disputes	over	boundaries	and	possessions.	Moycullen	Castle	was	in	the	territory	of	Gnobeg	and	Aughnanure	in	Gnomore,	The	Gnomore	Fahertys	made	several	forays	into	Gnobeg	which	resulted	in	serious	damage	to	life	and	property.	Other	castles	were	at	Ross,	Fouagh,	Ballynahinch	and	Bunowen,	Renvyle	or	Currath
and	Doon.Surrender	and	Re-grant.In	1558	when	Elizabeth	1	assumed	the	English	throne,	she	continued	with	Henry	V111s	policy	of	Surrender	and	Re-grant.	By	The	Indenture	of	Composition	for	Iar	Connaught	entered	into	with	Quenn	Elizabeth	in	AD	1583	Ruaidhr	Mr	OFlaherty	(grandfather	to	Ruaidhr	g)	was	one	of	the	principal	contracting	parties.
It	provided	for	his	better	maintenance	of	livinge,	and	in	respect	of	his	good	and	civil	bringinge	up	in	England	he	should	have	letters	pattentes	of	the	castle	and	house	of	Moycullen	and	all	his	lands	in	Gnobegge.	This	agreement	provided	temporary	stability	of	possession	to	the	castle	and	lands	which	would	eventually	pass	to	the	famous	scholar	and
chronologist	Ruaidhr	Flaitheartaigh	also	known	as	Roderic(k)	and	sometimes	Rory	OFlaherty.Early	life	of	Ruaidhr	g-	Darcy	Connections.Ruaidhr	g	Flaitheartaigh,	son	of	Aodh	MacRuaidhr	U	Fhlaitheartaigh	and	grandson	of	Ruaidhr	Mr	was	born	in	the	castle	at	Moycullen	in	1629.	His	mother,	Elizabeth	Darcy,	was	the	daughter	of	a	wealthy	Galway
merchant	and	Alderman,	Martin	Darcy	(Martin	Mac	Shumuis	Riabhaigh).	Patrick	Darcy(1598-1668),	the	celebrated	lawyer	and	politician,	was	a	brother	of	step	brother	of	Martin	Darcy.	The	Darcys	were	one	of	the	fourteen	merchant	tribes	who	ruled	Galway	as	an	English	enclave.	Duald	Mac	Firbis(Dubhaltach	MacFhirbhisigh)	refers	to	them	as
descendants	of	the	Gaelic	family	of	Dorchaidhe	from	Partry	in	Co.Mayo.Two	deaths	in	the	family.From	an	early	age	Ruaidhr	gs	life	was	dogged	by	adversity.	At	the	age	of	two	his	father,	Aodh	(Hugh)	died	leaving	him	as	sole	heir	and	future	chieftain	of	Moycullen	Castle	and	the	territory	of	Gnobeg.	He	had	four	sisters,	two	unmarried	and	two,	Jane	and
Mary	(Bridgid)	married	respectively	to	Oliver	and	Cormac	OHara	of	Sligo.	In	1632	his	mother	remarried.	Her	husband,	John	Bermingham,	was	heir	to	Lord	Athenry	and	they	had	three	daughters,	step-sisters	to	Ruaidhr	g.	When	Elizabeth	died	in	1636	Ruaidhr	g	was	orphaned.	Even	in	these	tougher	and	harsher	times,	abandonment	of	a	three	year	old
child	at	such	a	tender	age	questions	the	possibility	that	Elizabeth	Darcy	may	have	brought	her	young	son	to	her	new	home;	that	is	if	the	laws	and	customs	did	not	dictate	his	remaining	in	his	ancestral	OFlaherty	home.	What	interest	was	shown	by	his	stepfather,	John	Bermingham,	in	his	future	is	also	a	matter	of	speculation.	However,	it	is	very	likely
that	his	influential	Darcy	uncles	and	relatives	would	have	taken	special	interest	in	their	nephews	future.	The	ultimate	responsibility	would,	of	course,	rest	with	the	OFlaherty	of	Gnobeg.	Ruaidhr	OFlahertys	early	childhood	would	seem,	by	todays	standards,	to	have	been	a	traumatic	one.Ward	of	the	Crown.Following	his	fathers	death	Ruaidhr	g	was
made	a	Ward	of	the	Crown,	a	fact	of	which	he	was	extremely	proud.	It	was	customary	since	the	reign	of	Elizabeth	1	to	persuade	Irish	Chieftains	and	other	Ward	of	the	crownimportant	personages	to	go	to	England	for	their	education	as	was	the	case	with	Ruaidhr	gs	grandfather,	Ruaidhr	Mr.	James	1	continued	with	Elizabeths	policy	of	an	English
education,	but	as	this	did	not	always	succeed	he	inserted	a	clause	in	all	grants	of	wardenship	that	the	wards	should	be	maintained	and	educated	in	the	English	habits	and	religion	in	Trinity	College	Dublin.	As	to	what	arrangements	were	made	for	Ruaidhr	g,	there	is	nothing	written	but	we	do	have	a	record	of	his	gratitude	and	appreciation	in	the
dedication	of	his	Ogygia	to	the	Duke	of	York	in	1684.	I	was	born	in	the	reign	of	your	father,	the	blessings	of	peace	of	which	I	enjoyed	at	my	coming	into	the	world	in	my	infancy	and	in	my	youth	were	favours	I	most	gratefully	acknowledge	to	have	received	from	his	bountiful	protection.	I	had	not	attained	my	second	year	when	after	the	death	of	my	own,
whose	gracious	tutelage	amply	supplied	the	wants	of	my	nonage.	What	was	meant	by	Amply	supplied,	whether	monetary	or	otherwise	is	open	to	interpretation,	but	what	does	seem	certain	is	the	fact	that	Ruaidhr	gs	basic	education	was	more	than	adequate;	his	mastery	of	Classical	Latin,	English	and	History	are	proof	of	this.	Of	his	knowledge	of	Irish,
the	great	Irish	scholar,	Charles	OConnor	of	Belangare,	Co.	Roscommon	wrote	Under	the	celebrated	scholar	Duald	MacFirbis	he	studied	his	maternal	language	in	its	classical	purity	and	naturally	turned	his	thoughts	from	the	misery	of	his	country	in	his	own	day	to	its	prosperity	in	better.Unlike	the	walled	city	of	Galway	which	was	referred	to	then	as	an
ancient	colonie	of	English,	the	wild	and	mountainous	people	outside	the	walls	continued	the	Gaelic	tradition	in	all	its	facets,	unfortunately	we	do	not	have	any	examples	of	OFlahertys	use	of	the	Irish	language	in	his	writing	except	for	some	explanatory	notes	and	the	use	of	Irish	words.Macfirbis	possible	role	in	Rory	Oges	education.As	it	was	accepted
practice	in	those	days	to	appoint	tutors	to	important	personages,	it	is	possible	that	such	a	person	would	have	been	appointed	in	OFlahertys	case	until	he	was	of	age	to	attend	school	in	Galway.	In	the	light	of	Charles	OConnors	reference	to	OFlahertys	knowledge	of	Irish	and	indeed	to	the	apparent	friendship	of	the	two	men	in	later	years,	it	is	not
outside	the	grounds	of	possibility	that	no	less	a	person	than	MacFirbis	might	have	fulfilled	the	role	of	tutor	to	OFlaherty.Galways	Free	School	founded	by	Dominick	Lynch.There	are	many	references	to	OFlahertys	attendance	at	the	famous	free	school	in	Galway	founded	by	Dominick	Lynch,	the	then	Mayor	of	Galway	in	!580,	at	Ceann	an	Bhalla	near
Spanish	Arch.	The	report	of	the	Royal	Commissioners	visited	Galway	in	1615	to	enquire	into	the	state	of	religion	in	each	diocese	for	James	1	is	well	known.	One	of	the	commissioners,	Thomas	Jones,	Protestant	Archbishop	of	Dublin	and	Lord	Chancellor	reported	We	found	in	1615	a	public	schooles-master	named	Lynch	placed	there	by	the	citizens	who
had	great	number	of	schollers,	not	only	out	of	that	province	but	also	out	of	the	Pale,	and	other	parts	resorting	to	him.	We	had	daily	proof	during	our	continuance	in	that	city	how	well	his	schollers	profited	under	him.	We	had	daily	verses	and	orations	which	they	presented	to	us.	We	sent	for	the	schoole-master	before	us	and	seriously	advised	him	to
conform	to	the	Religion	established,	and	not	prevailing	with	our	advices	we	enjoined	him	to	forbear	teaching	etc..	In	spite	of	such	warnings	and	a	fine	of	400li	sterling	of	his	Majestys	use,	the	school	continued	to	flourish	for	some	years,	as	a	decree	from	Galway	Corporation	confirms	this.divers	sturdie	beggars	and	young	fellowes	pretending
themselves	to	be	schollers.Alarmed	at	the	influx	of	divers	sturdie	beggars	and	young	fellowes	pretending	themselves	to	be	schollers	ordered	that,	everie	schoole-master	shall	once	everie	quarter	of	a	yeare	deliver	a	noateto	the	Maior	of	the	time	being	of	all	their	schollers	and	of	what	places	they	name	themselves.	This	demonstrates	that	there	were	a
number	of	schools	in	Galway	including	the	Jesuit	College	and	Colaiste	San	Nicl	which	MacFirbis	mentions	in	his	writing.	It	is	therefore	not	possible	to	say	with	any	certainty	when,	where	and	for	what	length	of	time	OFlaherty	studied	in	Galway,	but	it	is	generally	accepted	that	two	of	his	teachers	were	Duald	Mac	Firbis	(Dubhaltach	MacFhirbhisigh)
and	Dr,	John	Lynch.Duald	MacFirbis.Duald	Mac	Firbis	was	the	son	of	a	Chieftain	and	one	of	a	line	of	historians	and	scholars.	They	were	referred	to	in	the	Irish	Annals	as	historians	and	law-givers	of	Lower	Connacht,	and	were	chieftains	of	the	castle	and	lands	of	Lecan	in	East	Sligo.	One	of	his	ancestors,	Giolla	Iosa	Mr,	was	the	compiler	of	the	Book	of
Lecan.	Duald	MacFirbis	studied	law,	history	and	languages	at	the	school	of	the	MacEgans	of	Ballymacegan	in	County	Tipperary	and	continued	on	with	his	studies	of	law,	in	particular	the	Brehon	Laws,	at	the	school	of	the	ODavorens	at	Cahermachnaughten	in	the	Burren	in	County	Clare.	MacFirbis	was	also	deprived	of	his	heritage	when	his	land	and
property	was	confiscated.	His	greatest	work	was	his	Leabhar	Ginealach	or	Book	of	Genealogies.	He	spent	much	of	his	life	transcribing,	translating	and	preserving	the	ancient	manuscripts	which	would	otherwise	be	a	lost	part	of	our	cultural	heritage.	He	was	secretary	to	Sir	James	Ware,	an	English	lawyer	and	Auditor	General	who	recognised	the
importance	of	knowledged	accuracy	in	the	recording	of	Irish	History.	MacFirbis	was	murdered	in	his	eightieth	year	by	one	Thomas	Crofton	of	Sligo	when	it	is	said	he	had	tried	to	intervene	in	an	alehouse	brawl.Dr.	John	Lynch.Dr.	John	Lynch	was	a	member	of	the	Tribe	family	of	that	name	in	Galway.	Born	in	1599,	tradition	tells	us	that	he	was	a	son	of
Alexander	Lynch,	Warden	of	the	city	school,	but	there	are	no	records	to	verify	that	fact.	He	studied	in	Dieppe	and	was	later	ordained	in	France.	He	returned	to	Galway	where	priests	carried	out	their	duties	in	in	secret	places	and	private	houses.	He	did,	however	manage	to	pursue	his	interest	in	historical	research	and	teaching	as	well.	He	translated
Keatings	Forus	Feasa	into	Latin	hoping	possibly	that	it	would	be	published	abroad.	John	Lynch	was	appointed	Archdeacon	of	Tuam	when	harassment	of	the	clergy	eased.	Like	OFlaherty	he	was	loyal	to	the	Stuart	Kings	and	took	no	part	in	the	Confederation	of	Kilkenny,	but	at	the	same	time	his	most	famous	work	refuted	the	slanderous	accusations
against	the	Irish	by	the	Welsh	ecclesiastic	and	self-appointed	historian	Giraldus	Cambrensis.	Cambrensis	Eversus	is	his	best	known	work	and	his	Alithinolgia	in	which	he	refutes	the	claims	by	a	friar	named	Farrell	that	the	Anglo	Irish	should	be	expelled	from	Ireland.	He	returned	to	France	never	to	return	after	Cromwells	arrival	in	1652.	He	continued
his	friendship	and	correspondence	with	OFlaherty.Galways	glorious	years.OFlaherty	and	his	contemporaries,	teachers	and	students	alike	in	1640s	were	to	witness	the	last	decade	of	Galways	glorious	years.	Galway	was	at	the	time	a	place	of	importance,	wealth	and	sophistication,	that	ranked	second	to	Dublin.	It	had	many	links	with	the	continent
through	its	trading.	It	received	ecclesiastical	status	of	Wardenship	from	Pope	Innocent	V111	in	1485	and	a	Royal	Charter	from	Richard	111	in	1484.	Unlike	the	Cathair	Gaelach	we	know	today,	Galway	prided	itself	on	its	Englishness	and	French	was	widely	spoken.	The	wealthy	merchants	who	ruled	Galway	wanted	first	class	educational	establishments
for	their	children.	Not	only	had	they	the	choice	of	schools	or	colleges	but	the	students	had	the	advantage	of	meeting	fellow	students	from	other	parts	of	the	country	who	had	come	to	Galway	to	further	their	education.	this	exchange	of	information	and	ideas	in	what	was	formerly	a	sealed	or	walled	town	must	have	greatly	enhanced	the	intellectual
atmosphere.	OFlaherty	obviously	took	full	advantage	of	his	student	years	in	Galway,	as	his	time	there	was	very	limited.A	series	of	unfortunate	incidents	and	then	a	marriage.The	presence	of	the	Papal	Nuncio,	Rinuccini	in	Galway	in	1648	caused	riots	and	armed	confrontations.	Charles	1	was	beheaded	in	London	in	January	1649	and	bubonic	plague
from	a	Spanish	ship	hit	Galway	in	the	summer	of	1649.	The	Corporation	records	tell	us	that	during	which	tyme	thousands	of	souls	dyed	of	said	sickness.	All	who	could	got	out	of	Galway	and	by	that	time	OFlaherty	would	most	probably	have	returned	to	Moycullen	for	the	few	remaining	years	that	Gnobeg	would	be	his	rightful	inheritance.	But	worse	was
to	follow	as	Coote,	the	Lord	President	of	Connaught,	arrived	in	Galway	in	July	1651.	A	siege	of	nine	months	resulted	which	was	to	last	until	April	1652	when	the	town	surrendered.	The	golden	era	was	well	and	truely	finished	as	Cromwells	troops	set	out	to	destroy	the	people,	the	place	and	the	culture	of	Galway.	As	all	this	was	happening	Ruaidhr
OFlaherty	married	his	cousin,	a	daughter	of	Colonel	Murchadha	na	Dtua	of	Aughnanure	Castle	in	1652.OFlahertys	first	known	work	in	1665,	a	Letter	on	the	Chronology	of	Irish	history.OFlahertys	first	known	work	in	1665,	a	Letter	on	the	Chronology	of	Irish	history	was	dedicated	to	his	teacher	Dr.	John	Lynch.	He	addressed	him	as	Clarissime	Lyncaee
and	completes	the	letter	in	the	following	words:	I	have,	in	compliance	with	your	wishes,,	reconciled	the	Chronology	of	Ireland	which	admitted	of	such	various	opinions	and	adopted	in	to	the	eras	of	the	world	and	of	Christ,	conformably	to	the	classical	writers.	I	have	also	opened	an	avenue	for	others	to	form	a	more	complete	chronological	system	if
possible.	And	if	the	pains	I	have	taken	in	the	prosecution	and	completion	of	the	undertaking	meet	any	applause,	let	it	be	ascribed	to	you,	who	animated	and	encouraged	me	in	this	performance	and	supplied	me	with	the	means	of	perfecting	it.	This	letter	is	dated,	Galway	September	1665	when	OFlaherty	was	36	years	of	age.West	or	h-Iar	Connacht.In
1684	he	wrote	his	Chronographical	description	of	West	or	h-Iar	Connacht.	This	work,	written	in	English,	was	prepared	for	the	Dublin	Philosophical	Society	but	was	not	published	until	1846,	more	than	a	century	and	a	half	after	its	completion.	The	notes	are	written	by	Hardiman	in	a	very	different	form	of	English.	This	work	was	probably	difficult	for
OFlaherty	as	he	normally	wrote	in	classical	Latin.	It	is	for	most	people	the	best	known	of	his	work	and	provides	an	accurate,	colourful	and	most	interesting	topographical	description	of	the	territory	from	Galway	to	Slyne	Head,	and	from	Lough	Corrib	to	the	west	coast.	In	this	work	he	outlines	the	history,	and	describes	the	terrain,	the	agriculture,	types
of	fish	and	birds	and	even	minerals.	It	is	used	as	a	reference	book	to	this	day.OFlahertys	Magnum	Opus	and	his	meeting	with	William	Molyneux.His	magnum	opus	the	Ogygia	Seu	Rerum	Hibernicarum	Chronologia	was	published	in	London	in	1685	when	OFlaherty	was	56	years	old.	In	1793,	a	translation	by	James	Hely	of	Trinity	College	was	published.
OFlaherty	explained	the	title	of	this	work	in	the	following	terms:	For	I	have	entitled	my	book	Ogygia	for	the	following	reason	given	by	Camden	Ireland	is	justly	called	Ogygia	i.e.	very	antient,	according	to	Plutarch,	for	the	Irish	date	their	history	from	the	first	aeras	of	the	world,	for	in	comparison	with	them	the	antiquity	of	all	other	countries	is	modern
and	almost	in	his	infancy.	Further	on	he	writes,	Like-wise	it	appears	that	Egypt	was	called	Ogygia	for	this	reason:	for	the	Egyptians	are	said	to	be	the	most	antient	people	in	the	world;	and	they	have	discovered	and	invented	many	useful	arts	and	sciences	which	the	Greeks	borrowed	and	introduced	into	their	own	country;	wherefore	Egypt	has	been
stiled	the	parent	of	the	universe,	and	the	mistress	of	arts	and	sciences.	His	Ogygia	earned	him	a	reputation	at	European	level.	Among	his	admirers	were	Sir	Thomas	and	William	Molyneux.	William	was	born	in	Dublin	in	1656.	He	was	the	author	of	many	well	known	works,	but	he	is	best	known	for	The	Case	of	Ireland	being	bound	by	Acts	of	Parliament
in	England	Stated.	He	was	working	on	a	Description	of	Ireland	intended	for	Moses	Pitts	Atlas	but	this	was	never	published.	It	was	while	he	was	working	on	this	latter	work	that	Molyneux	met	OFlaherty.	Later	he	visited	him	in	Parke	near	Spiddal	and	found	him	in	very	poor	circumstances.	OFlaherty	frequently	corresponded	with	William
Molyneux.Ogygia	Vindicated	against	the	objections	of	Sir	George	McKenzie.Edward	Lhuyd,	the	Welsh	antiquary	and	manuscript	collector,	was	another	of	his	admirers.	He	also	visited	OFlaherty	at	his	home	in	Parke	in1700.	However,	the	critics	were	not	unanimous	in	their	praise	of	Ogygia,	Scottish	writers	disputed	his	references,	in	particular	Sir
George	McKenzie.	O	Flaherty	came	to	the	defence	of	his	own	work	when	he	wrote	Ogygia	Vindicated	against	the	objections	of	Sir	George	McKenzie.	Unfortunately,	this	work	was	not	published	until	long	after	both	men	were	dead.	It	was	edited	and	published	in	1775	by	the	Irish	scholar	Charles	OConnor.	Charles	OConnor	also	reported	that	O	Flaherty
was	working	on	a	second	major	work,	Ogygia	Christiani,	but	no	trace	of	this	has	ever	been	found.	He	did	display	in	his	writings	a	detailed	knowledge	and	interest	in	Ecclesiastical	history	but	that	fact	will	always	remain	a	mystery.An	indefatigable	letter	writer.OFlaherty	was	an	indefatigable	letter	writer.	Sometimes	the	letters	were	short	but	others
could	best	be	described	as	essays	like	his	observations	on	Doctor	Borlaces	reduction	of	Ireland	which	he	wrote	to	a	Mr	Downing	in	January	1681/2.Another	letter	to	his	friend	William	Molyneux	written	in	December	1696	contained	a	Confutation	of	Chinese	Chronology	which	demonstrates	his	near	obsession	with	chronology	and	his	last	known	letter
written	also	to	William	Molyneux	on	the	subject	of	early	ecclesiastical	history	and	entitled	Animadversions	on	Doctor	Chamberlains	Subjection	on	the	Bishops	of	Ireland	to	the	Archbishop	of	Canterbury	illustrates	the	depth	of	his	knowledge	of	church	history	and	affairs.	One	of	OFlahertys	shorter	letters	to	William	Molyneux	and	written	in	January
1697	gives	us	a	rare	insight	into	the	harsh	reality	of	his	existence:-Sr.In	answer	to	yrs	of	ye	23rd	Instant;	the	steep	round	towers	yu	write	of	are	certainly	known	by	ye	name	imposed	on	em	what	they	were	designed	for;	which	is	claictheach	.i.	house,	or	belfry	for	calling	the	people	to	ye	service	of	ye	adjacent	church	by	ringing	of	bell:	other	contingent
uses	were	of	it;	as	for	watchmen	to	look	about	ym	on	ye	top,	&,	to	give	alarm:	&	for	goods	to	be	there	kept	upon	Incursions	of	Enemies.	Ye	steeples	within	churches	&	abbeys	are	in	like	manner	called	cloctheaghais	.i.	belcase	as	yu	say	staire	case.Of	ye	vast	kind	of	Deeres	I	know	nothing	as	yet,	but	will	enquire.	There	are	large	horns	of	a	deere	kept	for
a	monument	in	my	Lord	of	Clanrickards	house	of	Portomny	found	in	a	bog	hard	by:	&	ye	more	they	are	looked	upon	for	admiration	that	they	are	of	the	kind	of	fallow	Deeres	.	Had	I	known	more,	you	may	not	doubt	my	willingness	to	content	you.	I	thought	to	meete	one	going	thither	this	term,	yt	wd	bring	yu	what	I	writ	if	ye	work	for	my	Ld	Bp;	&	since	I
did	not,	I	send	here	inclosed	.2.	sheets,	&	so	I	intend	to	send	.2.	or	more	by	everie	post	hereafter,	as	soon	as	I	have	yur	orders	com	to	me,	of	what	to	doe	therein.	ffor	I	write	in	an	open	place,	&	common	roome	for	all	comers	&	goers;	&	must	put	up	my	papers	severall	times	a	day:	a	sheet	a	day	is	ye	most	I	write;	so	yt	I	wd	be	glade	to	have	em	out	of	my



hands	with	yu	as	many	sheets,	as	I	write.	I	desire	yu	prevail	with	som	body	at	leisure	to	enquire	in	S.	Aug:	De	Civitate	Dei	(I	cannot	have	ye	book	here)	in	ye	first	book	about	ye	middle	(that	with	Ludov:	Vives	his	exposition	upon,	was	ye	book	I	had)	a	passage	of	ye	Magicians	of	Egypt	their	predictions	of	ye	light	of	ye	Gospell,	&	their	own	ruin;it	is	short
enough	to	be	transcribed	and	transmitted	to	me:	for	which	I	left	a	blank	in	ye	work	being	as	agreable	with	ye	like	of	our	druids	upon	ye	coming	of	Saint	Patrick	as	can	be	.	My	humble	service	to	my	Ld	Bp	ever	pnted;	I	am	Yr	own	faithful	servt	OFlaherty.	Galway	goal	29.	Ja:	1696/7	OFlahertys	journey	from	Parke	to	Galway,	a	distance	of	six	or	seven
miles	and	in	the	month	of	January,	was	not	an	easy	prospect	for	a	sixty	eight	year	old	man.	There	were	no	roads,	few	inhabitants	and	many	dangers.	Sir	Thomas	Molyneux	once	remarked	that	it	took	him	three	hours	to	make	that	same	journey	from	Galway	to	Parke.	The	work	he	referred	to	for	William	Molyneux	and	My	Lord	Bishop	was	in	all
probability	his	main	source	of	income.	When	he	refers	to	the	discomfort	in	the	gaol	common	room,	it	is	not	in	the	form	of	the	complaint	,	but	as	a	statement	of	fact.	Nor	did	he	lose	his	sense	of	humour	as	demonstrated	in	the	last	line	of	the	above	letter	(being	as	agreeable	with	ye	like	of	our	druids	upon	ye	coming	of	Saint	Patrick).	On	another	occasion,
he	completed	his	Observations	on	Borlases	History	with	the	following	words	somebody	will	perhaps	hit	him	with	it	after	his	and	my	death.	Appeal	to	Commissioners	of	Delinquency	and	results	of	a	later	Dublin	commission.Since	the	arrival	of	Cromwell	in	1652	and	the	subsequent	confiscation	of	his	estate,	OFlahertys	life	was	haunted	by	poverty.	As
stated	earlier,	he	married	his	cousin	in	that	same	year.	In	1653,	on	the	grounds	of	his,	innocency,	that	is,	of	being	a	minor	when	the	lands	were	confiscated	,	he	appealed	to	the	Commissioners	of	Delinquency	who	sat	in	Athlone.	There	he	was	decreed	entitled	to	a	considerable	portion	of	his	estate.	Unfortunately,	this	decree	meant	a	worsening	of	his
financial	position	as	contributions	or	taxes	were	levied	by	the	state	and	his	position	only	deteriorated.	Like	many	of	his	class	who	believed	in	the	Stuart	Kings,	OFlaherty	hoped	that	the	restoration	of	Charles	11	would	change	his	fortunes	but	that	was	not	to	be.	Later	a	commission	was	held	in	Dublin	to	hear	and	determine	the	claims	of	transplanted
persons	in	Connaught	and	Clare.	OFlaherty	was	decreed	entitled	to	only	500	acres	of	poor	land	because	of	his	previous	debts	.	His	home	for	the	remainder	of	his	life	was	at	Parke	between	Forbagh	an	Spiddal	on	part	of	the	lands	he	had	regained.	OFlaherty	showed	remarkable	fortitude	and	acceptance.All	through	his	life	OFlaherty	showed	remarkable
fortitude	and	acceptance.	He	referred	many	times	in	his	writing	to	the	loss	of	his	estates	with	great	sadness	but	never	bitterness.	These	sentiments	are	expressed	in	the	following	extract	from	his	Ogygia.This	is	my	natal	soil	and	patrimony	through	a	long	series	of	ancestors.	It	was	a	Manor,	exempted	by	patent	from	royal	tribute,	endowed	with	the
privilege	of	holding	a	market	and	fairs,	and	honoured	with	the	liberty	of	a	seneschal	court	to	settle	litigation;	but	having	lost	my	father	before	I	was	two	years	of	age,	I	came	under	the	tutelary	protection	of	the	king	by	the	laws	of	the	country	regulating	minors,	and	paid,	as	was	the	custom,	money	for	my	wardship.	But	before	it	was	lawful	for	me	by	age
to	enter	upon	the	enjoyment	of	my	patrimonial	inheritance,	I	lost	the	patronage	of	my	guardian	by	the	regicidal	execution	of	my	king	in	the	nineteenth	year	of	my	age;	and	the	royal	heir,	the	prince,	half	a	year	younger	than	I,	was	forced	to	seek	refuge	in	a	foreign	clime.	The	Lord	hath	wonderfully	recalled	the	royal	heir	to	his	Kingdom	with	the
applause	of	all	good	men	and	without	any	strife	or	bloodshed;	but	he	hath	not	found	me	worthy	to	be	restored	to	the	Kingdom	of	my	cottage.	Tibi	soli	pecavi.	Domine.	Sit	noen	Domini	benedictum	in	aeternum.OFlaherty	was	shamefully	neglected	by	his	countrymen.There	are	some	references	to	OFlahertys	journey	to	Sligo	after	the	confiscation	of	his
estates	and	of	his	friendship	with	McDonagh	of	Crevagh.	Many	authorities	say	that	this	was	unlikely	due	to	the	difficulties	of	travel	and	access	but	75	years	after	OFlahertys	death,	James	Hely,	translator	of	his	Ogygia	in	1793,	states	that:	OFlaherty	was	shamefully	neglected	by	his	countrymen:	And	Counsellor	Terence	McDonough	of	Crevagh	in	the
county	of	Sligo	was	his	best	patron	and	best	friend	If	he	did	make	that	journey	to	Athlone	for	the	hearing	of	the	Commissioners	in	1653,	there	is	a	possibility	that	he	may	have	travelled	from	there.	He	did	have	family	in	Sligo	as	two	of	his	sisters	were	married	there	and	Duald	Mac	Firbis	may	have	been	living	there	at	that	time.	The	Sligo	poet	San
Gadhra	referred	to	OFlaherty	as	Ruaidhr	Flaithbheartaigh	sgafaire	an	leighinn	in	his	Tuireadh	na	Gaelige	agus	Teastas	na	hEireann	a	poem	written	early	in	the	18th	century	lamenting	the	passing	of	the	scholars	of	Connacht.OFlahertys	issue	and	his	fatherly	interest.	We	know	that	OFlaherty	had	one	son,	Michael,	who	inherited	what	was	left	of	his
fathers	estate	at	Parke.	James	Hely	(1793)	tells	us	that	he	had	issue	one	son	and	some	daughters.	His	son	died	an	officer	in	the	Austrian	service.	Is	on	record	that	Michael	married	Annabele	Martin	a	neere	relation	and	the	widow	of	Edmond	Fitzpatrick	of	Aran.	They	had	no	family	and	his	estate	passed	on	to	his	stepson,	Rickard	Fitzpatrick.	The
Fitzpatricks	were	reputedly	a	very	wealthy	family.Unfortunately,	there	is	very	little	information	concerning	OFlahertys	daughter	or	daughters.	There	is,	however,	one	very	interesting	letter	which	illustrates	the	fatherly	interest	and	concern	that	OFlaherty	expressed	in	his	daughters	welfare.	Some	ten	years	after	the	death	of	his	friend,	William
Molyneux,	Williams	son	Samuel	(1689-1728)	corresponded	with	OFlaherty.	In	one	letter	he	pleaded	with	Molyneux	to	use	his	influence	to	secure	a	position	for	Mr	Edward	Tyrell,	a	protestant	who	is	married	to	a	daughter	of	mine	and	get	him	a	place	as	a	boatman	in	Her	Majestys	boat	in	Galway,	for	which	purpose	I	desire	your	earnest	solicitation	He
even	refers	to	a	drowning	accident	in	Sligo	where	one	surveyor	and	four	waiters	lost	their	lives	coming	in	a	boat	from	shipboard,	he	suggests	that	there	might	be	a	vacancy	there	for	his	son-in-law.There	is	anecdotal	evidence	that	another	daughter	married	Quigly,	a	defrocked	priest	and	a	priest	hunter	who	was	later	executed	for	bigamy.A	poem	in	the
Archives	of	the	French	Foreign	Office	in	Paris	and	his	Ogygia	manuscript	in	the	Bodleian	Library	at	Oxford.Deprived	of	his	manuscripts	and	source	material,	OFlaherty	continued	his	work	in	isolation	remaining	loyal	to	his	God	and	King,	even	writing	a	poem	to	celebrate	the	birth	of	James	111	in	Latin	which	it	is	said	is	now	in	the	Archives	of	the
French	Foreign	Office	in	Paris.	His	Ogygia	was	considered	a	milestone	in	Irish	historical	work,	the	MSS	of	which	is	now	in	the	Bodleian	Library	at	Oxford.	It	has	been	said	that	the	poet	Robert	Graves,	who	held	the	Chair	of	Poetry	at	Oxford,	probably	found	the	manuscript	and	use	OFlahertys	interpretation	of	the	Tree	Alphabet	for	his	great	work	on	the
European	mythology	The	White	Goddess.A	plaque	and	one	ivy-covered	wall.Despite	his	achievements	and	international	fame,	the	place	of	Ruaidhr	OFlahertys	death,	in	1718,	remained	unmarked	until	April	1998	when	Galway	Archaeological	Society	erected	a	plaque	at	Pirc	Lr	(Parke)	in	his	own	honour.One	ivy-covered	wall,	now	barely	visible,	is	all
that	remains	of	the	Castle	of	Moycullen,	a	lone	monument	to	its	last	Chieftain	whose	words	reflect	his	tragic	life:	I	live	a	banished	man	within	the	bounds	of	my	native	soil;	a	spectator	of	others	enriched	by	my	birthright;	an	object	of	condoling	to	my	relations	and	friends,	and	a	consoler	of	their	miseries.	By	Treasa	Bairad-	MhicMathna(Lorg:	Irisleabhar
Staire	Mhaigh	Cuilinn	97-98,	Journal	of	Moycullen	History	Society	Vol.	2)This	page	was	added	on	02/04/2019.	The	OFlaherty	surname,	known	in	its	Gaelic	form	as	Flaithbheartaigh,	is	one	of	the	distinguished	surnames	hailing	from	the	emerald	isle,	bearing	with	it	tales	of	bravery,	aristocracy,	and	resilience.	The	name	Flaithbheartaigh	breaks	down
into	two	primary	components:	meaning	descendant	of	and	Flaithbheartach,	a	personal	name	composed	of	flaith,	which	translates	to	prince	or	ruler,	and	beartach,	meaning	bright	or	brave.	Thus,	the	name	can	be	interpreted	as	descendant	of	the	bright	prince	or	descendant	of	the	brave	ruler.	The	surname	traces	its	origin	back	to	the	early	medieval
period	in	Ireland.	The	OFlahertys	were	chieftains,	ruling	vast	territories	in	what	is	today	known	as	Connemara,	in	western	Ireland.	Historically,	the	OFlahertys	held	dominion	in	the	Connemara	region,	particularly	around	Lough	Corrib	and	Lough	Mask.	Their	seat	of	power	was	Moycullen	and	later	augmented	to	include	areas	of	County	Mayo.	The
OFlaherty	clans	ancestral	heartland	was	the	region	west	of	Lough	Corrib,	with	a	significant	presence	in	Connemara.	Over	time,	they	expanded	their	influence	but	always	remained	closely	associated	with	the	rugged	beauty	of	western	Ireland.	The	OFlaherty	clan,	like	many	other	Irish	families,	faced	displacements	due	to	English	invasions,	societal
upheavals,	and	the	infamous	Great	Famine.	Many	sought	greener	pastures	in	the	United	States,	Australia,	and	other	parts	of	the	British	Empire.	The	OFlahertys	are	renowned	not	just	for	their	chieftain	status	but	also	for	their	spirited	resistance	against	foreign	invasions,	particularly	during	the	Tudor	conquest	of	Ireland.	The	OFlaherty	clan	was
instrumental	in	several	uprisings	against	English	rule.	Morogh	na	Mart	OFlaherty,	for	instance,	was	a	fierce	resister	of	the	English	advance	in	the	16th	century.	Another	notable	figure,	Hugh	OFlaherty,	was	known	as	the	Black	Oak	and	is	famed	for	his	resistance	against	Cromwellian	forces.	Grace	OMalley	(Grinne	Mhaol):	Though	not	an	OFlaherty	by
birth,	this	legendary	pirate	queen	married	Donal	an	Chogaidh	OFlaherty,	chieftain	of	the	clan,	strengthening	the	clans	maritime	prowess.Roderick	OFlaherty	(Ruaidhr	Flaithbheartaigh):	A	17th-century	Irish	scholar,	antiquary,	and	historian,	Roderick	penned	Ogygia,	a	chronicle	of	Irelands	history,	cementing	his	place	as	one	of	Irelands	foremost
historical	figures.	The	anglicization	of	Irish	names	has	resulted	in	multiple	spellings	for	many	surnames.	For	Flaithbheartaigh,	common	variants	include	OFlaherty,	Flaherty,	and	sometimes	OFlaverty.	Depending	on	regions,	especially	outside	Ireland,	the	phonetic	spelling	Flaherty	is	more	prevalent.	However,	in	Ireland,	particularly	in	the	Connemara
region,	the	traditional	OFlaherty	remains	dominant.	The	OFlaherty	name,	though	deep-rooted	in	Ireland,	can	be	found	in	many	corners	of	the	globe	due	to	historical	migrations.	The	United	States,	Canada,	Australia,	and	the	UK	have	significant	populations	of	the	OFlaherty	clan.	While	the	OFlaherty	surname	remains	an	iconic	Irish	name,	its	usage	in
Ireland	has	slightly	waned,	possibly	due	to	intermarriage	and	the	dominance	of	other	names.	However,	its	global	presence	ensures	its	recognized	as	an	emblematic	Irish	surname.	The	OFlaherty	coat	of	arms	is	a	testament	to	the	clans	noble	heritage.	It	features	a	silver	shield	with	a	black	hand	holding	a	green	serpent,	emphasizing	valor	and	wisdom.
Above	the	shield,	a	traditional	helmet	signifies	nobility,	while	the	crest,	a	red	lion,	showcases	the	familys	ferocity	and	bravery.	Let	us	know	if	you	liked	the	post.	It	is	how	we	improve.	Please	note	we	cannot	help	with	individual	genealogy	requests;	if	you	would	like	help	in	finding	your	ancestors	perhaps	leave	a	comment	below.	Liam
Flaithearta.Muireadhach	ua	Flaithbheartach,	King	of	Maigh	Sela,	died	1034.Murchadh	an	Chapail	Ua	Flaithbheartaigh,	King	of	Maigh	Sela/Iar	Connacht,	died	1036.Raidhri	Ua	Flaithbheartaigh,	King	of	Iar	Connacht,	died	1061.Flaithbertaigh	Ua	Flaithbertaigh,	King	of	Connacht,	died	1098.Conchobhar	Ua	Flaithbheartaigh,	King	of	Iar	Connacht,	died
1132.edh	Mr	Flaithbheartaigh,	died	1236.Murchad	Ua	Flaithbertaig,	Bishop	of	Annaghdown,	c.	12021241.Morogh	Flaithbheartaigh,	King	of	Iar	Connacht	and	Chief	of	the	Name,	fl.	1244.Ruaidhri	Flaithbheartaigh,	King	of	Iar	Connacht	and	Chief	of	the	Name,	fl.	12441273.edh	Flaithbheartaigh,	Taoiseach	of	Iar	Connacht	and	Chief	of	the	Name,	fl.	c.
1377?1407.Dnal	"an	Chogaidh"	Flaithbheartaigh	(Donal	of	the	Battle),	also	known	as	Donall	an	Cullagh	(The	Cock).[2]	Married	to	Grace	O'Malley	("Granuaile"),	and	tanist	to	the	Flaithbheartaigh	title.Murrough	na	dTuadh	Flaithbheartaigh,	Chief	of	the	Name,	died	1593.Teige	Flaithbheartaigh,	warlord,	died	1589.Roderick	O'Flaherty,	author	and
historian,	died	1720.Edmond	O'Flaherty,	Jacobite,	died	1749.Edmund	O'Flaherty,	Irish	M.P.,	fl.	1854.Maidhc	Flaithearta,	member	of	the	Irish	National	Land	League,	fl.	1882.Oscar	Fingal	O'Flahertie	Wills	Wilde	16	October	1854	30	November	1900,	Irish	writer	and	poetLiam	O'Flaherty	(Liam	Flaithearta	28	Aug	1896	7	Sep	1984)	novelist	and	short
story	writer.Monsignor	Hugh	O'Flaherty,	The	Scarlet	Pimpernel	of	the	Vatican.Colman	O'Flaherty,	recipient	of	the	Distinguished	Service	Cross.Michael	O'Flaherty,	Commissioner	for	Human	Rights	of	Council	of	Europe,	human	rights	lawyer.Tom	Sail	Flaithearta,	actor.Patrick	O'Flaherty,	Mayor	of	Galway	19641965	and	19731975.Bridie	O'Flaherty,
Mayor	of	Galway	19801981	and	19851986.Terry	O'Flaherty,	Mayor	of	Galway	20032004.Maire	Eilis	N	Fhlaithearta,	actress	and	former	model.Fionnuala	N	Fhlatharta,	actress,	Ros	na	Rn.Eric	O'Flaherty,	American	baseball	player	Daniel	Flaherty	(born	1993),	American	actorFrancis	C.	Flaherty	(1919-1941),	American	Medal	of	Honor	recipientHonor
Flaherty	(died	1848)	Irish	Famine	victimJack	Flaherty	(born	1995),	American	baseball	playerJames	Louis	Flaherty	(1910-1975),	American	Catholic	bishopJim	Flaherty	(1949-2014),	Canadian	M.P,	Federal	Minister	of	FinancesJoe	Flaherty	(19412024),	American	actorJoseph	A.	Flaherty	Jr.	(1930-2018),	American	engineering	executiveMaggie	Flaherty
(ice	hockey)	(born	2000),	American	ice	hockey	playerMary	Pat	Flaherty	(born	1955),	American	journalistMay	O'Flaherty	(19041991),	Irish	bookshop	operator	and	literary	patronMichael	F.	Flaherty	(born	1969),	American	politicianMichael	John	Flaherty	(1917-1992),	sportspersonPaddy	O'Flaherty	(1942/3	-	2016),	broadcaster	and	journalistPat	Flaherty
(racing	driver)	(1926-2002),	winner	of	the	1956	Indianapolis	500Robert	J.	Flaherty	(1884-1951),	film	directorRyan	Flaherty	(born	1986),	American	baseball	playerThomas	J.	Flaherty	(born	1963),	Garda	Sochna	recipient	of	the	Scott	MedalVincent	Flaherty	(active	1964-),	American	producer,	recording	artist,	writer,	and	political	activist	All	episodes
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